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Further expansion planned at
Dalton Industrial Estate

The opening of the £4.1million new bridge and access
road to Dalton Industrial Estate last year has led to plans
for a major expansion of 66-acres of land adjacent to the
existing development.

Developers state that the site - to be called Dalton New
Bridge - is strategically located at the heart of the

10th Deer Shed Festival

This year's Deer Shed Festival, being held at Baldersby
Park between 26 and 28 July, will be the tenth since the
popular event was launched back in 2009.

There's an amazing range of performers booked to make
this year's festival one of the best ever. Most tickets were
sold well in advance but if you want to go it's worth
checking the festival website to see if any are still
available.

As ever, this increasingly busy event requires volunteers
to help ensure it runs smoothly so anyone wanting to
volunteer, in return for a free weekend ticket, should check
out opportunities at:
http://www.deershedfestival.com/volunteer

county's road network and is a proven home for
manufacturing, engineering and distribution.

Leeds property consultancy Dove Haigh Phillips (DHP) is
in charge of marketing the site and the company says
Dalton is one of the premier development sites to come
to market in Yorkshire this year.

Mike Dove, partner with DHP, said: "Dalton New Bridge
has tremendous potential, with immediate access to the
national motorway network, recently improved by multi-
million pound highway upgrades, and an already
successful base for engineering, manufacturing and
distribution companies.

"A significant feature of this site is its size, unique in
North Yorkshire. It can accommodate major projects,
which require large-scale buildings, sites and plots
appealing to developers and occupiers alike.

"The entire 66-acre site has been proposed for
employment use within the Hambleton Local Plan and
Hambleton District Council, together with the York, North
Yorkshire and East Riding Local Enterprise Partnership
(LEP), have been very supportive."

The organisers have asked us to publish a telephone
number that local residents can call over the festival
weekend to communicate any issues relating to noise
coming from the site. The number is 07934 349468 and it
will be answered whilst the event is in progress.
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The Little Yorkshire
Hamper Company

Beautiful hampers in many different sizes and
containing the best of produce from small

Yorkshire food and drink producers.
www.thelittleyorkshirehampercompany.co.uk

Ex-Savoy chef shows off cooking skills

Some very interesting events are arranged at our village
hall but not many compare to the amazing demonstration
of culinary skills when former Savoy chef John Richardson
came to Topcliffe!

Everyone in attendance on 25 May had an entertaining
and informative evening, but best of all they got to sample
John's choux pastry swans filled with cream and floating
on a lake of chocolate. And everyone thought the sugary
churros served with a fresh peach and raspberry sauce
was  absolutely scrumptious.

John happily answered questions about his career in
catering and the event concluded with a light supper…and
around £120 raised for St Columba's Church restoration
fund.

Palace date for Asenby couple

John and Lynne Slater were absolutely thrilled and very
touched when friends nominated them to attend the Royal
Garden Party at Buckingham Palace on 15 May.

John, who can regularly be seen collecting litter from the
roads and grass verges around the village, said he would
like to thank all of those involved in making the trip possible.

"We had a perfect day and the weather was glorious. We
enjoyed the train journey to London and the taxi ride to the
Palace. The gardens were absolutely wonderful, all lush
and green. It was hard to believe we were right in the
middle of London!

"Everyone was beautifully dressed - some men were
wearing tails and top hats - and there was a fantastic
range of costumes from other cultures from across the
world. There was wonderful pomp and ceremony as
members of the Royal Family arrived and it was great to
see TRH Prince Charles and Camilla, along with HRH
Princess Anne wandering through the crowd of 2,000
guests.

"All in all it was a wonderful, memorable occasion that
Lynne and I will always treasure."

Please Keep Your Trees Trimmed
Please keep your trees and
bushes trimmed. Branches
which overhang footpaths
and roads cause both
inconvenience and a danger
to the public if they have to
step into the road.
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The Swan At Topcliffe
Traditional home cooked food and real ales

Bed & Breakfast
Tuesday Treats - Meals in a Basket - £5.50

Choose from: Burger in a Bun
Southern Fried Chicken

Scampi
Sausage

Curry of the Day served with rice or chips - £6.50
Wide range of Pizzas - £8.95
(Also available for takeaway)

Pie Night - Wednesday
Sunday lunch - 12 noon to 3pm
Main menu and Chef Specials:

Wednesday to Sunday
Telephone: 01845 595185
The Dog & Gun

At Carlton Miniott

Traditional home cooked food and real ales
Large function room

Basket Night - Tuesday
Pizza and Pasta Night - Wednesday

Pie Night - Thursday
Home cooked Sunday lunch - 12 noon to 3pm

Main menu and Chef Specials:
Tuesday to Saturday

Telephone: 01845 523384

Cook Book
Former Topcliffe resident and author of The Millennium
Book of Topcliffe, John Graham, has published another
book - this time about the famous explorer Captain James
Cook.
John volunteers at the Captain Cook Schoolroom Museum
in Great Ayton, where he now lives, and he noticed that
visitors were not prepared to buy the "hefty tomes"
generally on sale. He decided there was a niche in the
market for a book that was less pricey and an easier read.
The result is a well-written booklet with lots of
photographs, maps and sketches.
Produced on behalf of the Trustees of the Captain Cook
Schoolroom Museum Trust, the book went on sale at £5 a
copy on 3 June, the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary
of James Cook's observation of the Transit of Venus from
Tahiti during his first voyage of exploration.

Photo courtesy of Jan Hunter - D&S Times



Friday 12th July 2019
Topcliffe and Asenby Village Hall

Doors open 6.30pm, show starts 7pm
Tickets: £5

Tickets to be purchased in advance.

Raffle: FABULOUS prizes to be won at the show!

For tickets and more information please contact:
Judith Lowe, 577911 or lowepeter46@hotmail.com
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Change planned on Clinical Commissioning
North Yorkshire's three clinical commissioning groups
(CCGs) - Hambleton/Richmondshire/Whitby, Harrogate
and Rural District and Scarborough/Ryedale - have
agreed to merge.

A formal proposal will be submitted to NHS England by 30
September and it is anticipated that the merger will take
effect from April next year.  The change will mean there'll
be only one overall accountable officer, plus a shared
executive leadership.

The aim is to:
● Reduce some of the health inequalities across

the county
● Cause less duplication and bureaucracy
● Provide cost savings
● Produce more coherent and collaborative

working within the county.
● Still allow strong local leadership and patient

engagement

Please see the HRWCCG website for more information:
https://www.hambletonrichmondshireandwhitbyccg.nhs.
uk/

In addition, Primary Care Networks are being established
so that GP practices can work closely together, share
services and pool resources. The proposal is that
Hambleton's eight GP surgeries should be covered by two
PCNs - Northallerton (2 practices), Great Ayton,
Stokesley and Thirsk (2 practices), Topcliffe and Bedale.

Once Primary Care Networks are established, additional
funding will be made available for one a full-time clinical
pharmacist and one full-time social prescriber per
Network…and each Network will plan its own extended
surgery hours.

Events coming up at the village hall

Art Connections Classes - Mondays 1 'til 4pm

There's an art class every Monday afternoon that caters for
complete beginners through to those with more
experience.  The class is led by artists Vivien and Barry
Wilton-Middlemass of Art Connections. For more details
call Barry on 07909 690543 or just turn up on any Monday
afternoon to see how it works. Everyone has a free first
lesson.

Soup and Sweet Lunch

A simple soup and sweet served by local volunteers to
raise money for St Columba's Restoration Fund. Held on
the first Wednesday of each month between 12 noon and
1pm. No set charge - donations welcomed.

Sunday afternoon Tea - 30 June 2019 - 3 'til 5pm

Last's year's afternoon tea was a great success and we're
hoping this one will be just as popular. Tea, sandwiches
and an amazing choice of cakes will be served from 3pm
for just £5 per head. If you wish to have Prosecco, you can
have a glass in exchange for a donation of £2.50.  No
tickets required. Anyone who is prepared to bake a few
scones and/or cakes should contact Karen Morley on
577426.

Dance Night with The Flying Oysters - Saturday 6 July
2019

One of the North East's top Rock/Pop bands is coming to
Topcliffe to play in our village hall. They'll perform a range
of music from 70s to current date. They're not to be
missed, so make sure you get your tickets priced at £12, to
include supper, from Doug Allan (01845 578526) or Judith
Lowe (01845 577911). This is a "bring your own drinks"
event.

Colours Fashion Show - Friday 12 July 2019 -7 'til 10pm

A top company from Manchester will be staging this
summer fashion event and giving local ladies (and gents if
they wish!) of all ages a chance to see the latest fashions
on the catwalk. Clothes will be modelled by professional
models and will be available to buy. It starts at 7pm and
tea/coffee refreshments are included within the ticket price
of £5. Alternatively, you can bring your own alcoholic drinks
and nibbles. Tickets are available from Judith Lowe
(577911) or Doug Allan (578526).

See us on Facebook…

Topcliffe & Asenby Village Hall features on Facebook so
follow our page for all the latest news and information
about upcoming events.
… or via email

If you want to hear directly about events coming up at the
village hall then add your email address to the circulation
list maintained by committee member, Doug Allan. He
promises not to send too many emails and will keep those
he does circulate short and sweet. If you would like to be
added to the list, simply drop Doug an email -
doug@dougallan.co.uk and he'll do the rest.
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It's show time!

It's that time of year when things really start getting active
in the garden and greenhouse - and the dedicated
gardeners in the community start thinking seriously about
what they might display at the annual Produce Show.

The 2019 Topcliffe & Asenby Produce Show, which will be
staged on Saturday 31 August, is open to all residents of
Topcliffe and Asenby, and individuals who grow produce
on allotments within the boundaries of our two villages.

There'll be 47 horticultural classes, so there's lots of
opportunity to grow some winners!  There's also 16
baking/preserves classes, 3 floral classes, 10 hobbies
classes and 5 classes just for children to enter.

The Show Committee has agreed one new rule for this
year's event - only one entry can be placed in each
category. Other to that the rules remain unchanged. As
last year there'll be two trophies in the  horticultural
section, one for the person with the most points overall
and another for the person with most "firsts".

The full list of rules, categories and classes are available
on both village websites - www.topcliffe.net and
www.asenby.net or from Produce Show Secretary Judith
Lowe (577911).

So, get gardening and good luck in the show!

Grand Attic Auction

The annual Grand Attic Auction, which is usually held in
May, has this year been postponed until Saturday
September 14th.

The auction, which is conducted by Asenby resident John
Phillips, is held in the Village Hall and all proceeds go to
St Columba's Church Funds.

The organisers are hoping that residents will save and
store any items that can be donated for auction on the
day. They'll be looking for anything saleable including
furniture, books, bric-a-brac and even antiques! But some
things are not wanted, including bedding, clothes,
computers, TV sets and used soft toys.

As usual all donations can be dropped off at the Village
Hall on the morning of the auction between 8 and 11am.
In exceptional circumstances where items cannot be held
until the day, the organisers may be able to find some
storage space - so ask rather than dispose of things
because you can't wait until September! John can be
contacted on  577034.

Put the time and date in your diary - Saturday September
14th. Viewing from 12 noon until 2pm, with the auction
commencing promptly at 2pm.
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Topcliffe Post Office
For all your postal requirements, car
tax, banking, newspapers, bread and

dairy, meat orders, cards, lottery
tickets…and much more.

Long Street, Topcliffe, YO7 3RL
01845 577517

Open 7am to 5pm weekdays.
7am to 12 noon Saturdays.

 Closed Sundays.

ART CONNECTIONS
Art Classes at Topcliffe & Asenby Village Hall

Artists Barry & Vivien Wilton-Middlemass will be taking a
break over the summer month. Their popular art class will

restart on Monday 2 September.

All are welcome, with tuition for beginners through to
advanced artists.

There’s always something new to learn so if you are
not sure of your capabilities come and

have a look and chat in September.

Call Barry mob: 07909 690543 or
Email: jbm.lockwoodbeck@btopenworld.com

Topcliffe Heritage Weekend

The Topcliffe Heritage event held last weekend was a
resounding success, with lots of residents and visitors
getting an insight into the history of village and its buildings.
Central to the celebrations was a Heritage Trail created by
Roz Norris which explored the life and times of Topcliffe
and its inhabitants during the second half of the 19th
century.  The Trail through the village included houses of
note (with information about the families who have lived in
them) and other buildings around the village.

Of particular interest was the Methodist Chapel which was
specially opened so that locals had a final chance to view
its fine galleried interior, pulpit and organ before
redevelopment begins.

Across the road at St Columba's Church visitors were able
to discover the fascinating history of the Church and
graveyard, and also climb the church tower to take in the
breath-taking views.

Over at the village hall, entries in a painting competition
for children from Topcliffe Church of England Academy
were on display. The excellent artwork continued the
heritage theme and prizes donated by the Village Hall
Committee were awarded to winners from each class.

On the Saturday evening there was a chilli and potato
supper, accompanied by a background slide show of
Topcliffe past and present.

Last Sunday was St Columba's Day, so there was a
special celebratory service with music from the full choir.

Snooker Club
Subscriptions are still only £25 a year.
The Snooker Club situated in the Toll Booth, is excellent
value.  There are two tables, one full size
and one three quarters; the club is
heated, and you get your own key so you
can play whenever you like.  The club
welcomes new members but under-18s
must be accompanied by parents.
Contact Dave Bowman on 577843

www.Topcliffe.org.uk
www.Topcliffe.net
www.Asenby.net

www.facebook.com/topcliffeasenbyvillagehall
Keep up to date with Parish information, meeting minutes,
the TATtler, pictures of Topcliffe, Asenby
and a copy of the Millennium Book of
Topcliffe.



MyTimeYoga
Ever fancied trying yoga but not sure where to start?

Beginners very welcome.
Why not come along to our friendly and relaxed class at

the village hall on a Wednesday afternoon from
1.30-2.45pm

All equipment is provided for you, classes payable by
the term or drop ins.

If you want to find out more either give me a ring or
drop me a line at:

Yvonne Lovatt - 07944435718
info@mytimeyoga.uk

facebook.com/Yogayorkshire
www.mytimeyoga.uk
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Topcliffe Parish Report

At the annual meeting of the Parish Council held last
month the outgoing Chairperson, Anne-Marie
Barningham, spoke about the wide-ranging matters dealt
with over the previous twelve months.

She said, "The year saw continued work by the Parish
Council on grass cutting, supporting local initiatives and
updating the parish's web presence. Comments were
made on several planning matters, including supporting
Hambleton District Council regarding enforcement of
planning breaches.

"County Councillor Baker secured £500 funding to replace
much needed gravel for the alleyways and it was good to
see pavements throughout the village resurfaced by North
Yorkshire's highway authority. We have been regularly in
touch with them regarding road conditions and safety
issues. Many of these have been addressed but we will
continue to give them feedback to ensure problems are
dealt with."

"I would like to remind everyone that parish meetings are
public meetings and parishioners are welcome to come
along to make comments or suggestions.

"Congratulations are in order to Cllrs Robson and Bardon
who were again elected to Hambleton District Council and
the parish council looks forward to their continued support
and that of County Councillor Baker."

Several changes to membership of the Parish Council
were reported:

● Anne-Marie Barningham and Lynn Wallis stepped
down.

● Malcolm Morley and Jamie Moores joined the
council.

● Garry Key, Heather Holt and Roy Beckwith
continue as councillors.

● Malcolm Morley was elected Chairman for 2019-
20 and Roy Beckwith was elected as Vice
Chairman.

The Clerk to the Parish Council is Alexandra Little and she
can be contacted on the following email -
topcliffeparishcouncil@gmail.com. Information is available
at  www.topcliffe.org.uk

Long Awaited Junction Opens

The long awaited Sowerby Junction finally opened to
traffic last week…a month later than originally planned..

The new £6.5 million junction with the A168 is part of the
infrastructure stipulated within planning permission for the
new homes at Sowerby Gateway.

Local district councillor - and leader of Hambleton District
Council - Mark Robson said: "We have waited a long time
for this junction.  It is going to make a massive difference
to people living on the new Sowerby Gateway estate as
well as to Sowerby and Thirsk in general.

"We have suffered months of disruption while this work
has been underway with all traffic having to come through
the town centre.   Now we have a new way into and out of
Sowerby which will open up this side of the town where we
have new houses, shops, hotel and a sports village."

Paul Arnold, Technical Director, of Taylor Wimpey North
Yorkshire, added: "We're proud to have played a part in
the delivery of this key new infrastructure which will
provide benefits to the village of Sowerby and the wider
Thirsk area for many years to come."

And Erica Bell, of Linden Homes, said: "This vastly
improved access to the A168 will be bring significant
benefits to Sowerby and Thirsk together with the
surrounding areas.  It has been funded by our exciting
nearby residential development being built at Mowbray
View, Thirsk by Linden Homes."
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The state of play!

What's going on at our once popular and well-maintained
playing field? That's the question a few interested villagers
are asking as they see this important community facility
decline before their very eyes.

Once upon a time the grass was regularly cut so that
teams could play sport and children could enjoy informal
games - but now the grass is cut but not sufficiently to
allow ball games to be played on it!

There's a derelict container prominently positioned on the
field. It was once used as a changing room for football
teams but for several years it has been derelict, an eye-
sore and a potential danger, but nothing has been done
about it.

The play area equipment is usable but in a poor state.
There's a dead tree prominently over-hanging the area
and the hedges have been allowed to grow to such an
extent that they now encroach on some of the equipment.
The picnic benches - bought a few years ago at great
expense - are dilapidated and in need of some care and
attention.

The former Playing Field Committee gave up the ghost
many years ago and it is understood its members handed
back responsibility for the playing fields to the Parish
Council, but there doesn't seem to be a plan for
management, maintenance or development.

This is an unacceptable state of affairs and the village
should fight for their precious playing field to be looked
after properly. It won't be fully used in its present state and
the downward spiral of dereliction will only continue
unless something is done quickly to arrest the situation.

The Editorial Team

Walking to support Mind
We have upped the anti from last summer's successful
challenge, The Cleveland Way, which raised almost £500
for cancer research.
This year, we're tackling The Coast to Coast walk starting
from the quaint seaside village of Robin Hood's Bay and
ending at the quiet sanctuary of St Bees. It's a 192 mile
route, taking us from the east to the far west of England.
The aim is to complete the walk within nine days during
the summer.
The charity we have chosen to support is Mind - the
mental health charity - which focuses on the mental health
of people in all communities. Mind needs all the help it can
get to support people with a wide range of mental health
issues.
Any donations would be greatly appreciated by us and
those that rely upon the vital work done by Mind. You can
donate to our Just Giving page (Ben Mcloughlin - Ben and
Alfie's Coast to Coast walk) or by post to Swaleside
Grange, Green End, Asenby, Thirsk, YO7 3QX.

Many thanks,
Ben Mcloughlin and Alfie Dickson.

Morning Afternoon Evening

Mon Pilates
9.30am-11am

Art Class
1pm-4pm

Yoga
7pm-8.30pm

Tues Pilates
9.30am-10.30am

Boccia
1.30pm - 3.30pm

Dance
4.30pm - 6pm

Library
1.30pm - 3.30pm

Wed Daisychain
9.15am-11.15am

Yoga
1.30pm - 2.45pm

Beavers & Cubs
6pm-8.30pm

Thurs Pilates
10.15am-11.15am

Pilates
6.15am-7.15am
Indoor Carpet

Bowls
7.30pm-10.30pm

Fri Scouts
7pm-9pm

Topcliffe Parish Council - 1st Thursday of the month.

Asenby Parish Council - 3rd Wednesday of alternate months.

Village Hall Committee - next meeting Wednesday 24 July

Booking Secretary - Judith Lowe - 577911

Village Hall Events
THE FLYING OYSTERS

Topcliffe & Asenby Village Hall
7pm, Saturday 6th July 2019

One of the North East's top Rock/Pop bands will perform a
range of music from 70’s to recent chart hits.

They're not to be missed, so make sure you get your
tickets priced at £12 (to include supper) from Judith Lowe
(577911) or Doug Allan (578526). Bring your own drinks!
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also including neighbouring buildings - a shop and
cottages - all of which were cleared to create a bigger site.
The foundation stone for the new chapel was laid by
Mrs Dresser, wife of the owner of Topcliffe Mill in July
1840 and the opening service took place in October of the
same year.

Throughout the next hundred years the chapel was
attended by a large congregation with Sunday afternoon
and evening services, Sunday School, prayer meetings,
education classes and occasional evangelistic missions.
Interestingly, it was claimed that the Topcliffe chapel was
heated by "one of the biggest stoves in Methodism",
which might be one of the reasons that congregation
sizes were maintained over the years!

Currently two memorials, one for each World War, are
located in the chapel. The First World War 'tablet' is in
granite and lists the names of twenty men from Topcliffe
and Asenby who gave their lives for their country. The
Second World War memorial, which is almost identical to
one in St Columba's Church, was made by Thompson,
the Mouseman of Kilburn. Discussions about rehousing
both memorials elsewhere in Topcliffe are being
discussed.

In the 1950s the numbers attending services really started
to drop and, not unexpectedly, in 2014, the chapel's
closure was announced.

Home plans for Methodist Chapel

Plans for the conversion of the 178-year old Methodist
Chapel in Topcliffe into a four-bedroomed house are
being considered by Hambleton District Council.

Various other applications for redevelopment have been
rejected on the grounds of unsuitability or insufficient
space for cars on site, but the idea of a single home looks
likely to get approval. Consent to alter a listed building is
also being sought.

As part of last week's Heritage Weekend in the village the
former Methodist Chapel was open so that villagers could
take a look inside, perhaps for the first time, or maybe as
a last chance to see the place where they attended
services in the past.

To mark the change from chapel to home, The Tattler is
pleased to present a short history of the building and its
place in village life.

History

Although the existing chapel was built in 1840, an earlier
chapel was built in 1802. Prior to that preachers would
have addressed their flock in the open air or private
homes.

Thirsk was the centre of an extensive Methodist circuit
from around 1760 onwards and it's thought that John
Wesley may well have visited Topcliffe as he was a
regular visitor to Sandhutton, Thirsk and Boroughbridge.
The original chapel was built on land owned by John

Plummer of Topcliffe. As Methodism grew rapidly, this
small chapel soon became inadequate and plans were
hatched to provide a bigger chapel on the same site but
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News from the Blue Cross

Blue Cross is looking for committed people who can offer
short term care to needy pets in their own homes. Would
you like a pet but are unable to give long term
commitment? Maybe you have room to look after a needy
cat or time to devote to cheering up an unhappy dog?

Ideally, we are looking for experience of handling and
caring for pets, but this is not a necessity. A garden is
beneficial if fostering dogs and, preferably, you'll have no
other pets - but this is not crucial.

All equipment is provided and costs are covered whilst the
pet is in your care. You will be providing all the care they
need - feeding, exercising, cleaning, socialising, giving
medication and grooming and it is a great way to help
animals in need if you can't have a pet of your own and
without the long term commitment or costs.

Our recent tea party event held in Thirsk was a great
success and raised £300 for the animals. Special thanks
to The Little Yorkshire Hampers Company for providing a
wonderful hamper for our raffle on the day. We would like
to let you all know about our next event which is
happening on August 11th - see our advertisement.

Please spread the word and enjoy a great day out.

Health App now available

Topcliffe Surgery is now connected to the NHS App which
provides a simple and secure way for people to access a
range of NHS services on their smartphone or tablet.

You can use the NHS App to:
● Check your symptoms
● Find out what to do when you need help urgently
● Book and manage appointments at the GP surgery
● Order repeat prescriptions
● Securely view your GP medical record
● Register to be an organ donor
● Choose how the NHS uses your data.

If you are already registered for GP online services
through the surgery, you can use your existing linkage
key/account ID information provided when registering with
the practice to set up your NHS App.  Alternatively, for
patients not already registered for online services, please
upload a driving licence or a passport and you'll be guided
to take a short video of yourself to verify your identity.

Whilst Topcliffe Surgery is now linked to the NHS App, it
will also continue to support online services with existing
platform providers.

Visit: https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/nhs-services/the-
nhs-app/  for the latest patient information on how to
register for, and use this App.  This App is managed by
NHS England and is outside of local practice
administration.

Topcliffe Tidy Up

Those who live in Topcliffe are generally quite proud of the
village, especially when it's looking it's best.

We all want to live in a place that is clean and tidy, where
the verges and gutters are cleared of litter and weeds.

There have been problems with grass-cutting from time to
time, but the new Parish Council, under the chairmanship
of Malcolm Morley is promising that existing issues will be
resolved and future contracts will reflect what locals
expect of this service.

But, in fairness, it's not just the various authorities that are
responsible for the state of our village: we all should be
prepared to do our bit to keep Topcliffe looking good.

With that in mind, Malcolm is looking at reintroducing
Topcliffe Tidy days a couple of times each year when
everyone can do a little - or a lot - to help make the village
look better.

Malcolm said: "If every able-bodied villager would do
something to assist on our Tidy Up days a lot could be
achieved. Just cleaning the gutter outside your own
house, trimming any verges or clearing any litter close by
would be beneficial. If everyone would do their bit the
village could be enhanced and we'd all be more proud of
our surroundings."

Malcolm will be raising the idea of regular Topcliffe Tidy
Up days at the Parish Council and hopes to be able to
announce the date of the first event quite soon.
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Here's a fascinating bit of Topcliffe's footballing history.
This photograph is of Topcliffe United after they lifted the
winner's trophy in the Thirsk and District League in the
1912-13 season. Of course, everyone in this picture has
passed on by now but it's likely some Tattler readers may
recognise team members and officials.
The photograph was found in the possessions of Bernard
Yeadon, a former Topcliffe resident who died recently and
has been buried at the village cemetery. Bernard's wife
was Margaret (maiden name Imeson) who at one stage
lived in the Old School House in Topcliffe and whose
parents lived in Asenby.
Bernard's parents, Percy and Laura, lived in Topcliffe all
their lives - initially in East Lea - though later Laura moved
to Swale View.

Topcliffe Showcased
Last month Topcliffe & Asenby village hall hosted a
meeting of the Community Building Network, which brings
together representatives of village halls and community
run venues across the Hambleton district.
The event offered an opportunity for those involved in
running rural community buildings to get together, share
their experiences and problems, hear about new
resources and policy development, and explore topics of
interest in more detail together.
Village Hall committee member, Doug Allan, said "This
was a great opportunity for us to show-case our much-
improved village hall, explain how we organised and
completed the major refurbishment a few years ago and
to demonstrate how the hall now operates at the heart of
our community."
The meeting also looked at the benefits of Social Media
for village halls and community buildings.

Simple steps to secure your home

When it comes to securing your home, your loved ones
and your treasures, you would think it is at the top of
everyone's priorities wouldn't you?

But actually, a recent survey indicated that not only do
people give little thought to how good their locks are, but
40% of people actually go out without even locking their
door!

Make sure you keep your windows shut when you aren't
at home. You would be surprised how easy it is for
someone to gain entry to your home through an open
window. Make sure too that the window locks work.

Check out if your lock is a secure one or not If it is a
cylinder lock - the type of lock found in a UPVC door - you
will see a British standard mark on the front. The best
locks have three stars on the front by the BS Kite mark.
This is an anti-snap lock and offers protection against all
forms of attack. If it is a mortice lock, check it is a 5 lever
with the British Standard Kitemark by reviewing the face
plate on the inside of the door that closes against the
frame. If you don't have good locks, consider asking an
installer to quote you for new ones.

Burglars will usually think twice if they can see an alarm
as they prefer to break in un-noticed rather than risk an
alarm raising attention. You can also get replica sirens
which are much cheaper than a normal siren and whilst
they don't actually make a noise, they do have comfort of
a flashing light so they look just like a normal siren. Often
people will put these on the back of the house and a real
siren on the front.

Thinking about doorstep safety, why not get an intercom
or a video doorbell so that you never have to open your
door again to a caller you don't know? They simply plug in
and work directly with a handset. You can see the caller
at the door and talk to them and then decide whether to
open the door or not. If you have Wifi, you can have
installed a video doorbell which allows you to answer your
door on your smartphone, either in your home or from
wherever you are.  If you don't have Wifi, there are simpler
options that work directly with a remote controller.

Party time in Dovecote Mews
Cold winds and a lack of sunshine failed to put off
residents of Dovecote Mews when they held a street party
on the Bank Holiday at the end of May.
Neighbours from a dozen homes in the Mews had a great
BBQ feast and plenty of wine, with entertainment provided
by some talented residents.
Although blankets were needed to keep warm as the night
went on, everyone managed to party until late…and a
great time was had by all.
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