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Seal You Later

Topcliffe has had a very interesting visitor for the last few
months as a common seal was spotted lounging on the
banks of the river by the Mill flats.

The seal, which is believed to be a healthy 5ft adult male,
is thought to have swum nearly fifty miles inland to have
arrived here. Whilst the seal was a great novelty for the
first few days of his stay in Topcliffe, not everyone was
happy with his arrival. Anglers were most put out with his
stay as he is eating all of the fish in the river. Volunteers
from the British charity the ' British Divers Marine Life
Rescue' have attempted to capture the seal four times,
however the seal is enjoying his stay in Topcliffe so much
he is refusing to leave!

Village Hall Stalwart Retires
Linda Nuttall, who has been involved with Topcliffe &
Asenby for an amazing 35 years, has announced her
retirement.
Linda and her husband Alan moved to Topcliffe in 1977
and the following year they both joined the committee
and, in so doing, became part of the village’s and the
hall’s history.
Before long, Linda agreed to take on the demanding role
of Bookings Clerk and she carried out those duties until
her retirement last month. (Interestingly, Alan had stints
as both Treasurer and Chairman during this time).
Over the years Linda saw many changes at the hall,
including the construction of the first extension at the rear
of the building when new meeting rooms were built and
more recently, the major refurbishment. She said: “It has
been wonderful to see the village hall blossom over the
years. In the time I have been involved there have been
many improvements, not only to the building itself, but
also to the range of activities that take place.
“I have always seen the village hall as a means of
bringing people together: it plays an essential part in
community life. I have always enjoyed being involved and
will be sad to leave the committee, but all good things
must come to an end.”

Village Hall Chairman Andrew Eckersley added: “Linda’s
will be a hard act to follow. She has been a stalwart on the
committee and we have always been able to rely on her
planning the bookings and organising the various user
groups. She’ll certainly be missed.”
Linda and Alan now have their house on the market as
they are looking to downsize. They don’t know yet where
they’ll end up living, but do plan to stay fairly local, so
should still be seen around the village from time to time.

Andrew Eckersley presents Linda with photos of her
house taken by a drone

The seal is spotted enjoying the sun,
photos by Karen Hargreave
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Boccia Club
I would like to make everyone who receives this
magazine aware of the Boccia Club that meets every
Tuesday afternoon between 1.30 and 3.30pm in the
village hall. This club is open to all ages and abilities and
aims to give simple exercise as well as providing  an
entertaining afternoon with a cup of tea and cake. On
Tuesday, 3rd July the session will be free to everyone so
do come along and try your hand at the game and meet
the regular players. Hope to see you there for an
afternoon of fun.

Judith Lowe

Lots Going On In Topcliffe
Topcliffe and Asenby Village Hall has certainly been lively
so far this year with a pop-up cafe in aid of dog charities,
a Bacon and Sausage Sunday Fry-up and a monthly
cinema, as well as  the usual Boccia, Yoga and Art
classes.
Two recent events, a Race Night and a Barn Dance, have
proved to be especially enjoyable  and together raised
£1816.  The Race Night was very exciting when it seemed
that everyone had begun to imagine they were at the
Grand National which appropriately was held on the same
day.  Chilli and baked potatoes were served, and, with a
very busy bar, the atmosphere was convivial, bordering
on the rowdy, at the finish of every race.  This is clearly an
event which will be held  again - and possibly quite soon.

The Barn Dance, in honour of St George, was held in a
suitably red, white and blue bedecked village hall.  Herd
on the Hill proved to be an extremely talented band with a
great violinist, getting almost everyone up and  dancing
from the beginning.  By the end of the evening  the
enthusiastic frolickers were throwing themselves around
with some great moves, though not necessarily all doing
the same dance at the same time. Not that it mattered.
Fish and chips were brought  to the hall by courtesy of
Chip n Dales and, and to show his versatility,  the
proprietor happily gave us a rendering of "The Wonder of
You", backed by the band.  It was as if Elvis had never left
the room.
Topcliffe and Asenby Village Hall - where it's all happening.

Vicki Moores

Jamie Moores First Ever Clay Pigeon
Shooting Summer Challenge

Saturday 23rd of June marked a cause for celebration, as
the straight shooters facility celebrated its first ever ‘Jamie
Moores Clay Pigeon Shooting Summer Challenge’. The
event, which was named after Topcliffe's very own Jamie
Moores, took place on the Straight Shooters facility, near
Rainton (www.straightshooters.org.uk). Jamie had the
event named after him as a thank you from Chris Hart,
who also lives in Topcliffe, for all of his help as he
provided a lot of background support to get things set up
and running smoothly. Jamie Moores centre and Chris Hart right.

Calling All Hayfever Sufferers!
Did you know that you do not need to see the Doctor for
hayfever symptoms?
You do not need a
prescription for hayfever
medicines.
Many treatments are
available for little cost
from your local pharmacy
or supermarket. Please
help us save NHS
resources which could be
invested in improving healthcare services. Community
pharmacists can also offer advice on how to avoid triggers
and how to treat hayfever.

Roadworks Completed

In the last edition of The Tattler, we reported that North
Yorkshire County Council was about to carry out a range
of roadworks on the A167 and in and around Topcliffe.

The extensive resurfacing is now complete and our roads
surfaces are brilliantly smooth and freshly line painted.

Ok, there was some disruption whilst the work was
underway, but it was fascinating to watch the monster
machines planning the old surfaces and the massive
lorries carting the debris away.

It’s not every day that our local councils and their
contractors are thanked for their work, but this is perhaps
one job they should be thanked for. Well done!
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Village Hall Committee Update
Here’s a summary of matters discussed at the village hall
meeting in May.
● Several committee members submitted their

resignation – Linda Nuttall, Charles Shaw and Liz
March – and they were thanked for their past work on
the committee.

● Jenny Bumby, who has been Treasurer, also resigned
that position, but will retain her position on the
committee. She was thanked for her contribution over
the last twelve months.

● Ideas were discussed for the construction of a canopy
over the front entrance. It was agreed that a few
variations would be checked out and that local man,
George Lambert, who runs The Swan, will be invited to
carry out the work when sufficient funds have been
raised.

● It has not been possible to get the villages’ first
Scarecrow Festival off the ground this year, so it was
agreed that the idea would again be considered in
2019. If anyone is interested in joining a small group to
get the event organised, the committee would be happy
to hear from them.

● We’ve arranged a special night’s entertainment, with
supper and brilliant performances from close-up
magician, Bruce Munton (an associate member of the
prestigious Inner Magic Circle) and versatile North
Yorkshire singer, Sarah Sleight. The date is Saturday 4
August. Doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm start. The ticket
price of £12 includes supper, but it’s a bring your own
drinks event. Call Judith Lowe 577911 or Doug Allan
578526.

● Afternoon teas - £5 (with Prosecco, £7.50, if you wish!)
will be served at the village hall on Sunday, 5 August
from 3pm. Watch out for posters with more information
soon. Anyone who is prepared to bake a few scones
and/or cakes should contact Karen Thomis on 577785.

● The committee heard that the recent Horse Race Night
and a barn dance and supper held to celebrate St.
George’s Day were both tremendous successes.

● Plans for a First Aid training session, a Blues Night and
an autumn dance are being looked at. Watch out for
more details.

● Karen Thomis was congratulated for her work on the
flower beds at the front of the hall. Committee members
commented that the flowers and colours look
spectacular.

● Concerns were expressed about the future of
Topcliffe’s website now that the Parish Council has set
up its own site for parish council business. The
committee expressed the view that the Parish Council
should continue to manage and finance the
Topcliffe.net site.

The next Village Hall Committee meeting will be held at
7pm on Wednesday, 8 August 2018.
See us on Facebook…
Don’t forget that Topcliffe & Asenby Village Hall is now on
Facebook! Follow our page for all the latest news and
events.

Race Night A Great Success
Topcliffe & Asenby’s first Horse Racing night held in April
proved to be a winner!
Not only did around 100 people attend…but the night also
raised a massive £1,800 for village hall funds.
The packed crowd had a great night’s entertainment and
the cheering as each of the eight races reached their
climax was equal to anything you might hear at Thirsk or
Ripon courses. The excitement was electric!
Punters had the chance to win some excellent raffle prizes
including tickets for meetings at three local race courses,
bed and breakfast at The Crab Manor Hotel, meals at The
Bay Horse, Rainton and The Swan, Topcliffe, a tour of
Theakston’s Brewery and a selection of produce from
Wagg Foods.

Organiser Doug Allan said: “It was a brilliant night and
everyone had a wonderful time…but best of all, they
generously parted with their cash to help raise funds for the
village hall.

“Lots of people helped make the event such a success and
I would like to thank them all. But special thanks must go
to John and Alf Teesdale who provided the race
technology and organisation and the many local individuals
and companies that offered prizes and sponsorship.”
Now the odds are that the Race Night may become an
annual event.

Pete and Jamie demonstrating that it's a tough job but
somebody has to do it.

THE ELM GALLERY

The Old Post House
Topcliffe 577316

WED/THUR/FRI/SAT 10-5.50 & SUN 12-5.30
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Painting Presented To Village Hall

This beautiful painting of Topcliffe from across the River
Swale was recently presented to the Village Hall
Committee and is now hanging in the entrance lobby. The
painting is signed by an artist named ‘Dallas’ and by all
accounts there is a link to a local family called Yeadon. We
are researching the background to the painting, the artist
and the family and hope to be able to say more in a future
issue of The Tattler.

Monday
Morning

Pilates
9am-12am

N. Brule Walker
07887 581364

Monday
Afternoon

Art Class
12am-5pm

Monday
Evening

Yoga
7pm-11.30pm

B. Walmsley
577976

Tuesday
Afternoon

Boccia/Tues Club
12am-5pm

J. Lowe
577911

Tuesday
Afternoon

Book Exchange
12am-5pm

 L. Nuttall
577315

Tuesday
Evening

Footloose Dance E. Jakeman
07912 147386

Wednesday
Morning

Daisychain
9am-12am

N. Fox
577739

Wednesday
Afternoon

Hatha Yoga
12am-5pm

Yvonne Lovatt
07944 435718

Sept 21st Onwards

Wednesday
Evening

Beavers & Cubs
5pm-7pm

Thursday
Morning

Pilates
9am-12am

Thursday
Afternoon

Brownies
5pm-7pm

K. Roberts
577177

Thursday
Evening

Indoor Carpet Bowls
7pm-11.30pm

D. Arkley
578728

Friday
Evening

Scouts
7pm-11.30pm

Dave Baker
07983 033 833

Village Hall Events

MyTimeYoga
Yoga class from 1.30pm - 2.45pm on a Wednesday at
Topcliffe and Asenby Village Hall.
The class starts with a period of settling and pranayama
(breath work), warm up movements working towards the
main posture of the day and then a time of
stretching out and ending with everyone's
favourite part - savasana (relaxation).
If you would like to know more:
07944435718 www.mytimeyoga.uk

A Note From The Editor
Hello everyone. My name is Alexandra Ventress and I am
the new editor of the Topcliffe and Asenby Times. I look
forward taking over from Vicki Moores as the editor. All
the team would like to give Vicki  a big “Thank You” for all
her hard work over the years and her continued advice.

Feel free to contact me on tattler@topcliffe.net with any
stories that you would like publishing. I look forward to
hearing from you all.

Sunday Brunch
On Sunday the 24th of June, Topcliffe and Asenby Village
Hall hosted a Sunday Brunch that ran from 11am until
1pm. The Brunch offered a delicious  cooked breakfast or
sausage and bacon sandwich as well as an opportunity to
chat with other residents. The bunch was a big success
and managed to clear £110 for the village Hall.

Asenby Rocks!
Asenby residents have joined the new fun activity which
has become a global phenomenon – Rock Hunting. The
concept is simple –
• You paint a rock (usually with acrylic paint or permanent
markers e.g. (Sharpie pens)
• You hide the rock in a safe public place
• You hunt for and find a rock
• You re-hide the rock somewhere different
The idea is to encourage children (or adults) to explore
the outdoors. Everyone is welcome to participate
regardless of age or painting skills! If younger children
want to keep their ‘found’ rock at home for a few days,
that’s fine. Just be sure to re-hide eventually.
If you like, please post a picture of your ‘found’ rock, with
or without the finder, on the facebook page Asenby Rocks
or Asenby Institute Community Space. That way we can
see how popular the activity is.
Please share the idea with others – the more the merrier!
Here are some rocks already hidden
Have fun!
Topcliffe residents welcome to join in too.



Swaleside – Somewhere Over The Rainbow
A little about Swaleside Holiday Park. May I take this
opportunity to introduce ourselves as the Managers of
Swaleside Holiday Park.  My name is Amanda Kenney
and, alongside with my partner Andrew Balderson we run
a friendly busy Holiday Park. Phil & Tim Brierley the
owners of the park have over 50 years’ experience in the
holiday home industry and continually support the local
areas around their parks, they donated the curtains to the
village hall and paid for the local football team’s kit.
Swaleside is a family owned Holiday Park with attractive
surrounding and well maintained grassed areas.
The park also includes a woodland dog walk area – and
the Woodlands development of just 18 secluded plots is
surrounded by trees, too. Quite a lot of the owners love
Friday night’s fish n chips but both the local pubs, The
Swan and The Angel have gotten quite used to the regular
faces frequenting their pubs from down here on Swaleside.
On site, there’s a great space for events – residents are
welcome to join the weekly craft group, or have fun at the

parties organised in the summer, at Halloween, and at
other times of the year. When demand is high, we often
move up to the function room at the village hall to
accommodate even more guests!
We have fabulous owners who love to join in and help
raise funds for our local charities, sometimes a charity can
be very close to home so our owners all dig deep and
make something special happen. We raise money
annually for the Yorkshire Air Ambulance, McMillan &
Autism Society. Our biggest event of the season is
Saturday August 25th – BBQ & Fundraising all day! We
continually have a raffle going on in reception with other
great goodies on offer too.
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Every other week on Saturday afternoon is Craft Club, a
few of the ladies come to our reception area where we
gather around and have a catch up with a cup of tea and
discuss what ideas and how we can raise money for our
charities, we make anything from aprons to Christmas
baubles.

We try support the village as much as we can, and new
faces are always welcome on Swaleside so come on down
on our event days and join in the fun.
To remind you of what we can offer at ideally located
picturesque Swaleside, this includes
● Superb riverside setting with river frontage to the Swale,

offering private fishing
● Outstanding selection of new and pre-owned holiday

homes
● Quiet Park for owners that appreciate a wee bit of

tranquillity
● The village of Topcliffe (boasting 2 pubs!) is within a few

minutes’ walk of the Park
Keep checking our news and Facebook for our events
page as to how we support the community.
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Snooker Club
To all Snooker Club members, the annual
subscription is due and is still only £25 for the year.
The Snooker Club situated in the Toll Booth, is excellent
value.  There are two tables, one full size
and one three quarters; the club is
heated, and you get your own key so you
can play whenever you like.  The club
welcomes new members but under-18s
must be accompanied by parents.
Contact Dave Bowman on 577843

Topcliffe Pupils Say A Big Thank You

Topcliffe C of E Academy unveiled their new sports kit
recently at an official presentation.  Philip Brierley of York
House Leisure, as one of the sponsors,  attended the
event, and the Academy is also grateful to Cargill of
Dalton Industrial Park,  and The Angel Inn of Topcliffe for
their continued generous support.

The kit has already been put to good use at several
successful sporting fixtures and will be in use again  at the
next important event at Queen Margaret's School,
Escrick, York on Sunday July 8 when the girls' football
team will represent the district in the Year 5/6 finals.

Tel: 01845 577483 Mob: 07921 074934

Phillip Brierley of York House Leisure and Mrs Abi Clay,
Headteacher, with happy Topcliffe pupils.

Fraud Prevention At Community Level
North Yorkshire Police have recently launched a fraud
awareness campaign which will see a team of officers,
PCSOs and volunteers visit every neighbourhood policing
area before the end of the 2018 to deliver fraud
prevention talks and events.
Detective Inspector Jon Hodgeon of North Yorkshire
Police said: “Tackling fraud and protecting the most
vulnerable people in our society is a key priority for North
Yorkshire Police. Whilst heartless fraudsters are
becoming more and more sophisticated in the way that
they deceive people, it only takes a few simple
preventative measures to stay safe and protect those that
you care about.
“By going into the heart of our communities, we can take
fraud prevention advice direct to members of the public,
and especially those who are most at risk and are
vulnerable. We hope that community groups, services
and organisations in the county will consider our invitation
to pay them a visit.”
So, would you be interested in attending such a
presentation? If sufficient interest is shown – say 20
people agree to attend - the village hall committee will be
happy to organise things with the Police. Drop Doug Allan
an email at doug@dougallan.co.uk or ring him on 578526
to register your interest.
Note: If you believe you have been a victim of fraud, call
North Yorkshire Police on 101 or report it to Action Fraud
by visiting www.actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 0300
123 2040. In an emergency or if a crime is in action dial
999.

The 9th Deer Shed
The ninth edition of the Deer Shed Festival returns to
Baldersby Park from 20th to 22nd July 2018. As always
the organisers have asked us to publish a telephone
number that local residents can call over the festival
weekend to communicate any issues relating to noise
coming from the site.
That telephone number is 07934 349468 and it will be
answered whilst the event is in progress.
As ever this increasingly popular event requires
volunteers to run well and if you would like to volunteer, in
return for a free weekend ticket, please find details at
www.deershedfestival.com/volunteer
If you have any other concerns that you wish to express
please email info@deershedfestival.com
Yet again, there's an amazing programme of events.  It's
well worth checking it out on the website:

www.deershedfestival.com
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YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS

Topcliffe & Asenby Village Hall
An Evening Of Magic And Song

Saturday, 4 August
We’ve arranged a special night’s entertainment, with
supper and brilliant performances from close-up magician,
Bruce Munton (an associate member of the prestigious
Inner Magic Circle) and versatile North Yorkshire singer,
Sarah Sleight.  The date is Saturday 4 August. Doors open
at 7pm for 7.30pm start. The ticket price of £12 includes
supper, but it’s a bring your own drinks event.

Afternoon Tea in the Village Hall and Garden
Sunday, 5 August

What could be nicer on a warm summer’s afternoon than
to have sandwiches, cakes, tea or prosecco? Well, now
you can treat yourself, family and friends…and you don’t
have to travel miles for the pleasure! Basic afternoon tea
will be served  for only £5 and if you want a glass of
prosecco to give the afternoon some extra fizz, that’ll be
£7.50. Afternoon tea will be served between 3 and 5pm.
Any bakers willing to help? Anyone who is prepared to
bake a few scones and/or cakes should contact Karen
Thomis on 577785.

Produce Show
Saturday, 25 August

The annual Topcliffe & Asenby Produce Show will be
staged this year on Saturday 25 August. The show rules,
categories and classes are all listed on both village
websites. There’ll be more details about the day’s schedule
issued nearer the  date.

An appeal from Village Hall
Chairman Andrew Eckersley

Can you help? The Village Hall is searching for someone
with financial skills who would be prepared to manage its
accounts. It’s not an onerous task and probably will require
a couple of hours a week… plus the preparation of
accounts at  the year end. The village hall can only operate
effectively and efficiently if it has someone who can deal
with its finances, so we need someone as soon as
possible. If you think you could help, or would like to chat
about the role, please get in touch with  me on 577648.

Let's Get On With The Show!
It's that time of year when things really start getting active
in the garden and greenhouse - and the dedicated
gardeners in the community start thinking seriously about
what they might display at the annual Produce Show.
The 2018 Topcliffe & Asenby Produce Show, which will be
staged on Saturday 25 August 2018, will have 47
horticultural classes, so there's lots of opportunity to grow
some winners! There's also 16 baking/preserves classes,
3 floral classes, 10 hobbies classes and 5 classes just for
children to enter.

The general rules are unchanged but this year we are
introducing a second trophy in the horticultural section. In
addition to the trophy awarded to the person with the most
points overall there'll be an additional award - The Produce
Show Rosebowl -  to the person with most "firsts".
The full list of rules, categories and classes are available
on both village websites - www.topcliffe.net and
www.asenby.net or from Produce Show Secretary Judith
Lowe (577911).
So, get gardening and good luck in the show!

The two cups that every gardener wants to win!

New Member Of Staff At Surgery
Have you seen our new face on
reception? Jacinta joined our
reception and dispensary team in
March and it is great to have her
on the Team!
Jacinta previously worked in the
care sector and was a Care
Home Manager for 17 years. She
is with us on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays and we
hope you will join us in making her
welcome.

Donations Wanted!
Although this is not in Topcliffe, the Annual Bumper Book
Sale is going ahead at St James' Church, in Baldersby on
Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 September. Donations of books
can be left at the back of the Church.  It is open every day,
so feel free to go in and drop off your donations.

Topcliffe Asenby

Anne-Marie Barningham
(Chairman)

07740 175311

Peter Palmer (Chairman)
  Hilltop Farm

578057

Lynn Wallis (Vice Chair)
East Lea
577437

Judy Lowe (Vice Chair)
 Green End Dairy

577911

Heather Holt
577024

Mel Arkley
Thistledhu, 7 Jamesville Way

578728

Garry Key
Cliff House, Long St. 578900

Peter Dale
577373

Roy Beckwith
578662

Don Compton
577462

Alex Little (Clerk)
07977 417428

Jayne Molyneux (Clerk)
595053
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