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Eco warriors take action
on the environment
School children at Topcliffe Academy have been
undertaking a wide range of activities aimed at helping the
environment and highlighting the threat that thoughtless
actions can have on our lives, our local community and
the wider world.

Heroes Commended
Karen Morley and Linda Carver have become Hambleton
Heroes in recognition of the work they have done in
organising the fortnightly soup and sweet lunches and
raising over £1,000 for local charities. More on this story
and two more Hambleton Heroes on page 6.

In a project called 'Changemakers', each class identified
action they could take that would benefit the community
and reflect the school's values - community, compassion,
friendship and trust.

Heroes - Karen and Linda

Oh Christmas tree, Oh Christmas tree!
There was much cheer when Topcliffe's Christmas tree
was erected, decorated and lit for the first time on 28
November. A team of residents put up the tree and then
added the decorations and lights. That same evening the
tree lights were lit and they've been on each evening since.

Eco warriors get to grips with litter

Once again the village tree has kindly been donated by
Debbie Roberts and Hannah Alderson of the Farm Shop
and Post Office. The village greatly appreciates their
generosity.

One class, Ash, which has children aged 5-7 years old
decided upon a litter pick after reflecting on the Creation
Story in their Religious Education studies. They set about
cleaning up Topcliffe village using litter pickers and hoops
kindly donated by the Forge in Norton and Hambleton
District Council.
The young eco warriors litter picked the church yard, play
park, back lane and the school field. They also created an
eye-catching litter art project using plastic bottles and
cans on a pallet which has been on display outside
school.
See more on the 'Changemakers on pages 5 and 8.
Debbie Roberts, left, Andrew Eckersley, chair of the
Village Hall Committee, Doug Allan and Hannah Alderson
at the switch on of the tree lights.
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passages. Again, early progress was delayed due to
technical hitches but, on their last outing, they recorded
four transgressors which are now being processed
towards prosecution. They have also committed to
continuing these activities subject to their resources and
budgets.

Topcliffe Parish Council Update
1. Dalton Industrial Estate
The Dalton 49 proposed industrial estate expansion was,
as expected, approved at the Hambleton District Council
planning meeting on 24 September. Parish councillors
presented the village's concerns about increased HGV
traffic, which was well received and supported by the
planning committee. There is a full report on the home
page of the village website at (www.topcliffe.org.uk).
Briefly, the plan has had a number of legally enforceable
conditions added and approved which includes improved
signage, a traffic plan which will be made clear to all new
tenants and a £50,000 bond to be used for extra
surveillance, monitoring, enforcement and, if necessary,
traffic cameras.

As and when prosecutions occur, we will be publicising
them as widely as possible, so that the HGV fraternity will
become aware that passing through the Topcliffe weight
restricted zone will result in prosecution and fines.
These may seem small figures compared with the number
of HGV passages that we see daily, but the vast majority
of those tracked are turning off to bases along the A167
between Topcliffe school and Busby Stoop roundabout which, as mentioned above, is quite legal. If approved the
revised enforcement zone would dramatically reduce
illegal HGVs.

Inspired Pet Nutrition (IPN), the pet food business already
established on Dalton Industrial Estate, has applied for
permission to significantly expand its current operation. It
is clear from their traffic study that this will result in a
significant increase in HGV traffic on a daily basis. The
study suggests that there is no reason for HGV traffic to
travel through our village, but we know from our current
experience that this is highly unlikely to be the case. We
have responded to IPN and the planners expressing our
serious concern and asking that legally enforceable
conditions, similar to those for Dalton 49, be included in
any approval. Our submission has the full support of our
district councillors. Again, more details are available on
the village website home page.

4. Topcliffe Tidy Day
Thanks to everyone who came out in the cold and drizzle
to help with the village tidy up organised by councillors
Malcolm Morley and Ben Collard. We had an excellent
turn out from villagers who, among other things, painted
the roadside fencing from the Swan to the school; washed
road signs; weeded gutters; cut back unwanted growth in
Jubilee Gardens; and generally litter picked. As well as
the satisfaction of having a clean and tidy village, all the

Continued on page 3

2. Amendment of existing Weight Restriction Zones
After representations by the Parish Council to North
Yorkshire Highways a proposal to move the current weight
restricted zone limit from the Busby Stoop roundabout to
the edge of the village has finally been agreed and been
offered for public consultation. The consultation period
ended a few weeks ago and we are now awaiting the final
decision from Highways. Our own monitoring of HGV
traffic suggests that around 70% of HGV passages
emanates from companies located along this stretch of the
A167 - which is currently legal. If approved this revised
zoning would result in such traffic becoming illegal and we
should see a drastic reduction of offenders.
3. Enforcement action on Illegal HGV traffic
Part of the Parish Council's recent efforts to reduce illegal
HGV traffic has been to instigate prosecutions of offenders
via the local authorities. This is a two-pronged attack
which, after several initial technical setbacks and delays,
is starting to show results.
Operation Spartan - this is a police-operated scheme
whereby we follow and dashcam-record HGV passages
from entry to exit of the weight restricted zone. We then
submit the recordings to the police, with appropriate
documentation and statements, for them to follow up. To
date one submission has resulted in a prosecution with
two others in process.
Trading Standards tracking - we are working with Trading
Standards who have set up three separate days of
tracking HGV passages. They use a different system
whereby their officers are stationed at each of the three
current restricted zone entry/exit points and time HGV
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Continued from page 2

Topcliffe Remembers
Here are a couple of images
showing how Topcliffe marked
Armistice
Day
and
Remembrance Sunday this year.
The wreaths and 'tommies' were
displayed on the wall of St
Columba's in Jubilee Garden and
the other image is of Topcliffe
post box with a hat made of
poppies. The secretive yarn
bombers were out in force
decorating surfaces in the village
with beautiful poppy decorations.

volunteers were rewarded with hot drinks, cakes, and
bacon butties in the Village Hall.
Looking forward, we have plans to improve amenities at
the Sheep Wash and Jubilee Gardens. And hopefully, with
the help of the farmer, we have resolved the rogue sheep
problem!

Post box gets poppy hat

Roy Beckwith, Doug Allan and Dave Marsh paint the rails
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Christmas at St Columba's
In addition, the usual Sunday services continue as follows:

There's to be a full range of Christmas services and
events at St Columba's this year, though the Parochial
Church Council will always have an eye to adapting them
if Covid considerations make that necessary. It's hoped
that there's something on the agenda to suit most people
and everyone will be most welcome.

●
●
●
●
●

● Sunday 19 December at 6.30pm - Service of Nine
Lessons and Carols. The traditional telling of the
Christmas story with an abundance of congregational
and choir carols. St Columba's Choir led by Linda
Hewlett, Organist Matthew Atherton. Followed by
refreshments including wine and finger food.

12 December 10.45am, Holy Communion
19 December 10.45am, Matins
26 December (No service)
3 January 6.30pm, Choral Evensong
10 January 10.45am, Holy Communion

Finally, from all at St Columba's, our very best wishes to
you all for a very happy and blessed Christmas and 2022.
We would also like to thank everyone for their support and
understanding as we have negotiated both the Covid
pandemic and the ongoing interregnum, awaiting the
appointment of our new vicar.

● Wednesday 22 December at 7pm - 'Come and Sing'
carols for all, around the Christmas tree. Meet outside
the Village Hall to start singing at 7pm. Followed by
mince pies and mulled wine inside the hall.

Snooker club fees remain unchanged

● Christmas Eve Crib Service, Friday 24 December at
2pm, with an informal telling of the Christmas story.
For all the family, especially those with young children.
● Christmas Eve Midnight Mass - Friday 24 December
at 11.30pm - The First Christmas Eucharist to bring
you into Christmas Day, with choir and carols.

Membership fees for 2022 remain at £25 for another year.
Fees are due now. Existing and new
members are asked to get in touch
with Dave Bowman on 577843 to
make arrangements to renew their
subscription.

● Christmas Day, Saturday 25 December at 9am. An
informal Christmas Day service for all the family.

If you don't intend to renew your
subscription, please return your key
to David Bowman as soon as possible.
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expert Rachel Tyreman of Asenbee Honey visited the
school to talk about her passion for bees and to explain
what it takes to be a beekeeper. The class also wrote to
MP Kevin Hollinrake, outlining the devastating impact of
declining bee populations and what can be done within
our community to sustain bee numbers. The children also
decided to make posters and campaign videos to share
their new knowledge with others.

Class action for the environment
On the front page we report on how young children in Ash
class at Topcliffe Academy organised a litter pick as their
'Changemaker' project on the impact we all have on the
environment. Here's information about the action other
classes are taking:
Seedlings (ages 2 to 4) and Willow (ages 4 to 5)

Maple (ages 9 to 11)

These youngsters met together to hear all about
hedgehogs from local expert Helen Smith and were
alarmed to find out that these charming little beasts are in
decline and need our help. They decided they would all
come to school dressed up as woodland creatures to
raise money to purchase a hedgehog house for the school
grounds. They also made a short video for parents telling
them how they can help the hedgehogs in their own
gardens.

The children in Maple class are extremely concerned
about the speed of traffic passing the school and going
through the village generally. So, they enlisted help from
Topcliffe Parish Council, which put a monitoring device up
on the roadside leading into Topcliffe from Busby Stoop,
to gather data about how fast traffic was going. They
tracked vehicle movements and recorded trends, as well
as gathering research data and completing tally charts to
monitor the volume of traffic - with some astonishing
results.

Silver Birch (ages 7 to 9)
This class has been learning about the importance of
bees for pollination and for making honey. Local bee

The children have sent a persuasive letter to the
Hambleton District Council, North Yorkshire Police and
our local MP, Kevin Hollinrake, asking for the speed limit
near the school to be reduced from 30 mph to 20mph.

Coffee Mornings Success
Two coffee mornings held recently to raise funds for
Macmillan Cancer Support were an enormous success.
Lois and Julian Hooker of Manor Close, Topcliffe raised
£508 and the Parker family of Asenby raised over £1,000.
That's a tremendous effort by all involved, so a big thank
you is offered to everyone who gave their support.

The Tattler production team, Doug
and Charles, wish all readers a
very merry Christmas and a happy
and prosperous New Year.

Coffee morning at The Parker’s, Asenby

Toddlers walk to raise cash for shed
Around 25 children, some as young as just two years of
age, from the Seedlings Nursery took part in a sponsored
walk around Topcliffe and raised just over £750 towards a
new equipment storage shed at the nursery. After the
toddle all the children gathered at the Milk Churn Farm
Shop for a hot chocolate drink and a biscuit.
Together with money
raised at various
fundraising events in
the village and with a
contribution
from
Topcliffe
Parish
Council, the £1,500
required to buy a
new shed has now
been raised.
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outside of Hambleton but
who has nonetheless shown
the qualities of a Hambleton
Hero. That's nine-year-old
Oliver Robertson of Asenby
who
throughout
the
pandemic has published his
own village newsletter, which
have featured in Topcliffe
publications, including The
Tattler and the Sunday Email.

Update from the Leader of
Hambleton District Council
I recently had the pleasure of announcing the names of
several local residents whose nominations for a
Hambleton Heroes Award have been accepted by the
district council. Better still, I was able to attend an event in
Topcliffe to present two of the awards.
Karen Morley and Linda Carver, who have been honoured
for organising the fortnightly Soup & Sweet lunches at the
Village Hall, were surprised to see me attend their lunch
on 24 November to present their awards in person. Since
July they have raised well over a thousand pounds for
local charities. Their commitment and dedication is
exceptional and the success of their lunches
demonstrates how communities can come together and at
the same time raise funds to help others.

Work on the new multimillion-pound Crematorium
between Skipton on Swale
and
Busby
Stoop
is
progressing extremely well.
Oliver Robertson
The main construction work
is just about complete and fitting out is well underway. It's
anticipated that the building will be handed over to the
council at the end of January and that services will
commence a month or so later. If anyone is interested, I'd
be happy to organise a site visit or two in the New Year.
I'll announce details via the village's Sunday Email, so
please watch out for details.
In the last edition of The Tattler I mentioned that the Thirsk
& Sowerby Leisure Centre was due to reopen following a
massive makeover costing £4 million. In the couple of
months the centre has been open the people of
Hambleton have visited in their thousands and surveys
have shown that the revamped facility is just what the
doctor ordered! The multi-million investment in this
essential community facility shows the council's
commitment to improving and developing the Thirsk area,
giving residents easy access to facilities that can benefit
their health and wellbeing.
Finally, I am pleased to announce that for four weeks,
from 1 December to 4 January, the district council is
making car parking free at its car parks across Hambleton,
giving the local economy a massive festive boost. I hope
that suspending parking charges in the build up to and
immediately after Christmas will encourage residents to
use the shops, restaurants and cafes our market towns
offer for both Christmas shopping and festive trips out.

Heroes commended
An award also goes to Charles Collinson who for many
years provided and maintained the Topcliffe website and
has designed the quarterly Tattler newsletter, and never
charged a penny for either task. His behind-the-scenes
work has been essential in ensuring the two villages of
Topcliffe and Asenby have what must be one of the best
community newsletters in North Yorkshire.

I would like to wish every reader of The Tattler a very safe
and peaceful Christmas and a happy new year.
Councillor Mark Robson

Charles Collinson
Finally, the council took the unusual, if not unique,
decision to make a special award to a youngster who lives
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Dumpers block local road

Asenby litter pickers clean up!

Last month the old Cundall Road, just the other side of the
A168 from Asenby, was desecrated by mindless morons
who dumped tons of building rubble and roof timbers
along a twenty yard stretch of the road. The lane is a
favourite for children's walks and for dog walkers and this
sort of thoughtless activity is a danger to anyone using the
route. On top of that, fly tipping damages the environment,
creates a civic nuisance and costs us all.

Asenby litter-picking team
An organised litter-pick on a lovely sunny morning in
October made a significant difference to the look of
Asenby. Fifteen volunteers answered the call for help
issued by parish councillors and between them they filled
dozens of bags in an intensive clean-up of all the streets
and pathways in and around the village.
Parish Council vice chair, Judith Lowe, said it was a great
success and said a great big thank you to those who
helped out. She also commented that whilst litter-picking
volunteers had noticed that there was lots of dog poo,
meaning that some dog owners were obviously not
cleaning up after their pets. She issued a plea to all dog
owners to respect their village and be responsible owners
by cleaning up any mess their dogs make.

The TATtler

Shameful - waste dumped on an Asenby lane
It appeared overnight Monday 1 or Tuesday 2 November
and was immediately reported to Harrogate Borough
Council, who subsequently cleared it away. Unfortunately
it seems unlikely the culprit will be identified and
prosecuted.
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Topcliffe & Asenby Village Hall
1. Weekly Activities
Monday
● Art classes - 10am to 12 noon.
● My Time Yoga - 1.30 to 2.45pm.
● Boot Camp - 7 to 8pm.
Tuesday
● Boccia Club - 1.30 to 3.30pm.
● Library - 1.30 to 3.30pm.
● Squirrels - 5 to 6pm.
● Beavers - 6.15 to 7.15pm.
Wednesday
● Soup & Sweet lunch - 12 noon to 1pm (alternate
Wednesdays).
● Cubs - 6.45 to 7.45pm.
Thursday
● Pammy's Pilates - 6 to 7pm.
● Indoor Carpet Bowls - 7.30 to 9.30pm.
Friday
● Boot Camp - 6 to 7pm.
● Scouts - 7.30 to 10pm.
Saturday
● Salsa and Bachata dancing - 6 to 8pm.

The eye-catching litter art project using plastic bottles and
cans on a pallet created by 5 to 7 year-olds in Ash class
at Topcliffe Academy. The artwork, created as part of the
schools 'Changemakers' programme, has been on display
outside school.
Asenby Parish Council meeting - 7.30pm
Wednesday, 19 January 2022
Topcliffe & Asenby Village Hall Committee - 7.15pm
Tuesday 25 January 2022

2. Regular meetings and other events

Topcliffe Parish Council meeting - 7.15pm
Thursday, 3 February 2022

Elderly folks Christmas Lunch - 12 noon
Wednesday 15 December.

The concession offered to encourage existing and new
group activities at the Village Hall will end on 31
December. The aim is to reschedule the Big Race Night
and Challenge Quiz & Curry Night early in 2022.

Carols at the village Christmas tree - 7pm
Wednesday 22 December.

The TATtler
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The Sunday Email

Take to the floor for Salsa and Bachata

On Sunday 12 December the 88th Sunday Email will be
published and circulated to over 300 recipients, mainly in
Topcliffe and Asenby but with some going further afield.
The Sunday Email was launched on 4 April 2020, a week
after the first Covid lockdown was introduced. It was an
attempt to help circulate information about Covid, the
restrictions and how important services - health and
everyday needs - could be accessed. Over the months,
whilst continuing to present important Covid-related
information, the email morphed into a general newsletter
with news of local activities and events.
Although only 65 to 70% of recipients actually open the
weekly email, it still means that around 180 residents
value it sufficiently to read, or at least glance through, its
contents…making its continued publication worthwhile.
If anyone would like to be added to the circulation, please
go to this site - https://dougallan.co.uk - to sign up. You'll
also be able to read in more detail how the email came
about and check out back copies.

The range of events taking place at our Village Hall is
impressive and continues to expand! The latest activity is
a salsa and bachata session, bringing a touch of the
exotic to Topcliffe.
Eighteen dancers attended the first class and a
professional tutor took participants through the basic
moves of the two dances. There are further sessions
planned for 11 and 18 December…with more in the new
year if interest is maintained.

Northallerton Male Voice Choir
Christmas Concert
There's a real treat in store this festive season when the
excellent Northallerton Male Voice Choir, accompanied
by their guests, the Easington Colliery Band, present their
Christmas concert. It's at the Forum in Northallerton and
there'll be two performances - 3pm and 7.30pm on
Saturday 18 December. Tickets are £10 and you book via
the Forum website at www.forumnorthallerton.org.uk

Doing the salsa
There are still places available and you don't need to be
experienced as everything is broken down into steps to
make sure everyone can follow. The two-hour session
includes an hour of salsa and an hour of bachata. You can
stay for both or just one. It's £5 for an hour or £7.25 for the
two-our session. For more information and to book a
place, call Joanne Brierley on 07732 941758.

Important Community Meetings
Asenby Parish Council, 7.30pm Wednesday 19 January
2022 - www.asenby.net
Topcliffe Parish Council, 7.15pm on Thursday 2 February
2022 - www.topcliffe.org
Topcliffe & Asenby Village Hall Committee - 7.15pm
Tuesday 25 January 2022.
Both Parish Councils and the Village Hall Committee
meet at Topcliffe & Asenby Village Hall.

Northallerton Male Voice Choir

Topcliffe Post Office
For all your postal requirements, car
tax, banking, newspapers, bread and
dairy, meat orders, cards, lottery
tickets…and much more.
Long Street, Topcliffe, YO7 3RL
01845 577517
Open 7am to 5pm weekdays.
7am to 11.30am Saturdays.
Closed Sundays.
The TATtler
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Christmas Fayre a great success

Free festive parking

This year's Christmas Fayre at the Village Hall in
November was an amazing success. There was a wide
range of interesting stalls and lots of great ideas for
Christmas presents.

Hambleton District Council is giving the local economy a
massive festive boost by making car parking free at
council-owed car parks until 4 January. It's hoped that
suspending parking charges for a month in the build up to
and immediately after Christmas will encourage shoppers
to use the shops, restaurants and cafes in the district's
market towns, and support local businesses as they
emerge from the pandemic.

Over 150 people visited the event and the funds raised nearly £360 - have gone into a fund to pay for a range of
things that will improve Topcliffe, such as bulb planting,
flower baskets and new benches.

Soup & Sweet
The next soup and sweet lunch will be on Wednesday, 22
December at 12 noon. Money raised at this lunch will be
donated to Cancer Research.

New-look for Thirsk Leisure Centre
Thirsk & Sowerby Leisure Centre is open again after
undergoing a £4 million makeover. The major upgrade
brings it bang up to date.

Christmas Fayre attracts the crowds

Bags of textiles collected
The last Bags2school textile
recycling event held at Topcliffe
& Asenby Village Hall raised
£195 to be shared between 1st
Topcliffe Scouts and the Village
Hall. A huge thank you to
everyone who supported the
event. We'll be having another
collection in the spring.
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The updated swimming pool is fantastic and the
equipment behind the scenes has been replaced with
greener, more environmentally sustainable plant, whilst
the changing area and showers have received a
remarkable makeover. The building has a much-needed
new roof and the reception area has been transformed into
a light and airy modern space.
There's also a massive new gym, three times the size of
the old facility, which is fully kitted-out with market leading
'Technogym' equipment. And it's now operational 24/7.
There's also a new studio for exercise classes and
meetings.
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Topcliffe tidy up day a huge success
Topcliffe was looking a lot cleaner and neater following a
massive tidy up carried out in two parts in October and
November.
Around thirty volunteers, including a number of
youngsters, gave up their time to tackle a few jobs that
needed attention. They included the painting of the fence
along the left-hand side of Station Road from The Swan to
the school, clearance of overgrown trees and bushes at
Jubilee Gardens, repainting of the woodwork at the
cemetery shelter, cleaning of all road signs and litter
picking throughout the village.
After a morning's hard graft the volunteers headed off to
the village hall where the parish council provided bacon
sandwiches and drinks.

Dorothy Hexter, Karen Morley and Vicki Moores
serve up breakfast

Mark and Neil Watson cleaning village signposts

Young William Youhill lends a hand

Badminton Club seeks players
Dalton Badminton Club is looking for new members and
would like to hear from anyone of any level who would like
to play - particularly beginners but also those who have
played in the past and fancy getting back into the game.
The club meets on Mondays and Wednesdays from 8 to
10pm at Dalton Village Hall. The first session will be free
and thereafter just £2 per night. Equipment is available, if
you don't have your own. Contact Chris Allanson on
522410

Books galore at local library
Did you know that there is a library containing thousands
of books available to all residents right here in our own
village hall? It's located in the committee room at the rear
of the main hall and you can visit it any Tuesday afternoon
between 1.30 and 3.30pm, or during activity sessions with
the approval of the event organiser.
Just recently, Sheila Laws has done a brilliant job of
tidying up the shelves and putting all the books in
alphabetical order by author.
PS: The bus stop library in Asenby continues to offer
books at any time.

The TATtler
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