33 Year

St Columba's organ transplant

This month is the 25th anniversary of the dedication of the
Willis organ in St Columba's Church, Topcliffe.

The organ was rescued from St Andrew's Church,
Sharrow, Sheffield. The building was damaged beyond
repair because of subsidence. The church had closed in
1996 and was eventually demolished.

The organ was constructed in 1870 by Fr. Henry Willis for
that church shortly after it was built. It had two manuals
and pedals, and used mechanical tracker action. It was
enlarged by his son, Henry Willis in 1904 to a three
manual instrument which employed pneumatic action.

The organ was brought to Topcliffe by a dedicated group,
including organ enthusiasts, parishioners of St Andrews,
Sharrow, soldiers from Alanbrooke Barracks, St
Columba's parishioners and Topcliffe villagers of all ages
and with a wide variety of skills.

It was rebuilt in St Columba's under the expert guidance
of lan Nicholson of Sunderland based Vincent Organs.
Wind pressures and voicing in late 19th century French
style were retained as Henry Willis made them, but extra
pipework was added, notably a pedal ophicleide, and the
pneumatic action was updated to electro-pneumatic with
computer-controlled stop switching.

The organ was dedicated in a service held on 13
September 2001 by The Most Reverend David Hope who
was Archbishop of York.
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The grand Willis organ sandwiched between the
chancel arches in St Columba's, Topcliffe

(Read 'How the Willis organ ended up in Topcliffe' on
pages 6 and 7).

September 2026

Quiz nights increasingly popular

The weekly Sunday quiz held in the Village Hall continues
to be one of the most popular community events held in
Topcliffe.

In recent weeks the numbers attending has consistently
been around the 40 mark, meaning the hall certainly looks
full, even though it should be possible to squeeze in a few
more if the demand is there. Teams consist of a maximum
of four players.

Most quiz questions aim to test the quizzers general
knowledge, but there are often musical questions and
picture quizzes. Recipients of the Sunday Email can get
a feel for the type of questions as each week a selection
of ten questions is included.

The cost of participation in the quiz, which start at 8pm
every Sunday, is only £2.50 a person and £1 of that is
paid out to the winning team. The rest helps pay the rent
for the hall, with what's left going into a fund which pays
for a couple of party nights each year - one in the summer
and another in the run up to Christmas.

If you are interested in joining in, just pop along on a
Sunday evening. Don't worry if you can't make up a team
of four or want to come alone as you'll be paired with
others to make up a team.

The Friends of the Lambert Hospice

The Friends of the Lambert Hospice in partnership with
The Angel Inn at Topcliffe is planning several lunches at
which there'll be a guest speaker. The autumn lunches
will be on Thursday 8 October and the winter lunch will be
on Thursday 3 December. The events aim to raise
essential funds specifically to support end of life and
palliative care services. Details, times and prices are at
www.thirskfriendsofthelamberthospice.org
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Great Summer BBQ and Boogie Night

I

A brilliant evening was enjoyed by around 65 villagers at
the BBQ and Boogie Night held in the Village Hall two
weeks ago. The guests enjoyed some delicious food and
afterwards there was fantastic disco music played by Fat
Boy Jim that got everyone up on the dance floor.

Boogying the night away

There were some amazing prizes in the raffle, including a
bed and breakfast stay at the Crab Manor Hotel, golf days,
race days and lots more.
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Fat Boy Jim in charge of music

This was the third BBQ and Boogie Night organised by the
dedicated team of Jim, Carol, Malcolm, Myra, Andy and
Chrissy. They deserve a big thank you for putting on a

. : o wonderful event and raising £1,231.38 for the upkeep of
Stove installations & Servicing the Village Hall. J Preep

Chimney Sweeping & Inspections
Guards & Baskets

Chimney Lining
Hetas Trai '

Malcolm and Andy attending the BBQ

0 7840 4686 7 2 Thanks also to Vic at the Post Office for helping to sell

tickets, to Jane Burnett for making the coleslaw and to all

- the businesses and organisations which donated raffle
bumbystoves@yahoo.com

prizes. Finally, a big thank you to all those who bought
tickets and helped make it such a brilliant community event.
Editorial & Advertising Sales: Doug Allan (doug@dougallan.co.uk or 07785 223707)
Page Production: Charles Collinson

Printing: Beyond Digital www.beyonddigital.co.uk - for Event Banners - Roller Banners - Signs - Magnetic Vehicle Signs -
Leaflets - Construction/Heras Fence Mesh Branding
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Topcliffe Parish Update

Toll Booth Vote: A high percentage of council taxpayers in Topcliffe
expressed their opinions via the voting cards, which is excellent. The
count of votes is being conducted by an independent group of people
including a North Yorkshire councillor not from our area. The results may
have been released prior to this edition of The Tattler being distributed but
if not, will be out soon, and the Parish Council will abide by the majority
view when making a decision at its next meeting. The key date for action
is early November in terms of any decision regarding the village precept.

Jubilee Gardens Wall: All of you will be aware of the vehicle crash which
destroyed a large part of the stone wall at the end of Church Street. The
driver was uninsured, so we have been working with our insurers to get
approval for the very necessary repairs. North Yorkshire Council (NYC)
will repair the wall, but the costs will be the responsibility of Topcliffe,
though hopefully paid through our insurance. We await a start date,
which is frustrating. In the meantime, we have asked NYC's highway
department to improve visibility at the junction in order to make it safer.

Church Roof Repairs

Urgent work is needed on the roof of St
Columba’'s Church. Faulty lead flashings
on the gable ends of the nave and north
aisle need to be replaced and the ridge tiles
need to be made safe, with loose stone and
slipped slates reinstated.

Chris Hewlitt, St Columba's churchwarden,
has sought quotations for the work and the
Archdeacon has given permission for the
work to be undertaken. Now all that's
needed is the cash to pay for it
Applications are being made to various
grant-giving organisations and it's hoped
enough can be raised quickly so that the
work can be done, hopefully before the
winter.

Jubilee Garden wall demolished

ANPR cameras: NYC is still
refusing to allow the installation of
ANPR cameras to capture images
of illegal HGV drivers travelling
through the village. There is no
cost to NYC and we believe their
approach and logic for the decision
is completely wrong. On this basis
we have commenced an official
complaint through their procedures
and believe the issue will ultimately
end up with the Local Government
Ombudsman. We have good
support from two NYC councillors
and our local Member of
Parliament.

The approach by NYC is extremely
frustrating, especially as they have
said that the Parish Council can
continue to submit evidence of
offending vehicles for prosecution
using the current methods and
cameras, which is extremely time
consuming and requires a lot of
regular volunteers and which
should not be necessary.

Your next Tattler will be published
in the first week of December.

There’s always a warm welcome at
The Swan - your local pub

Summer may well be coming to an end but at The Swan - your local pub
— the sun is always shining and there’s a friendly and warm welcome for
everyone.

The Swan is a traditional hostelry serving good quality food and a wide
variety of beers, lagers, wines and spirits...both indoors and out.

We serve a full menu on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday.

Tuesday evening is ‘Basket’ meals only. Wednesday is also Pie Night

when we offer a selection of pie, chips and peas dishes. On Sunday we

serve traditional Sunday lunches plus a range of specials. Please book
early to avoid disappointment

THE SWAN, FRONT STREET, TOPCLIFFE YO7 3NZ TEL: 01845 595185
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Topcliffe & Asenby Produce Show

Despite the near-drought conditions over the last few
months, gardeners from Topcliffe and Asenby managed
to grow and present a wide range of vegetables. The
overall winner in the horticultural section was David
Bowman who also won the most 'firsts'. This completed a
double for David as he won the same prizes last year.

A new trophy, The Cucumber Cup, in memory of Ray
Fothergill who died last year and had been a great
supporter of the Show, was won by Kevin Butters.

The Winners

This year's annual Topcliffe & Asenby Produce Show,
held in the Village Hall, was a huge success with over 60
villagers putting in 245 entries and well over a hundred
people packing the hall to see the displays and
congratulate the various winners.

The hobbies section was as popular as ever and the
quality and diversity of entries was absolutely amazing.
The winner was Chris Moss who exhibited an amazing
textile life-like hare among other category entries.

In the floral section there were
some spectacular creations and
bouquets. The winner was Cath
Towers with an imaginative display
based on decorating.

As usual the level of competition in

the baking section was intense with
upwards of 50 entries in the various
— — classes. The overall winner was
= — Carol Dyson who had seven firsts,

one second and one third.
SHAPING THE FUTURE BY PERFECTING THE TRADE

NORTH YORKSHIRE'S TRUSTED
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Your local, family-run electrical specialists with many years of
experience. We provide a wide range of electrical services for
domestic, commercial, agricultural, renewable energy, and

EV charging solutions.

DOMESTIC

Lighting, rewiring, sockets, ete.

Children Competitors

Once again, the number of entries
in the children's section was very
COMMERCIAL B e entertaining with some outstanding

Offices, shops, warehou st entries. There is no trophy in this

4 M8 section, but all the children who
AGRIC.ULTITJFAIT : NAPIT R entered are congratulated on their
Barns, farm buildings & machinery.

REGISTERED & 4 effort.
AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMPS -
Installation & maintenance FAMILY-RUN / The money raised on the day from

R vV ; show entries, the raffle, sale of
LA ELECTRICAL F refreshments and sale of slices of

CONTRACTING Cath Tower's beautiful cake,
SERVICES amounted to £471.80. After upfront

expenses of £65.42 and the

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE! /7 projected cost of trophy engraving,
; : the amount to be presented to the

' Village Hall Committee, will be
around £325. That's an amazing

; amount, so thank you very much to
.F /TimmonsElectrical everyone who supported this Show.

info@timmonslectrical.co.uk
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Sunday with the Saltburn Smugglers

The Saltburn Smugglers' performance at Topcliffe and
Asenby Village Hall was an outstanding success.

Around eighty residents of our two villages enjoyed a
catalogue of sea shanty songs which they were
encouraged to sing along to...and it has to be said, they
were all in good voice!

The event was organised by Asenby Parish Council's
events committee, namely, Jane Gallon, Josie Noble,
Jackie Irving and Catherine Catterick. They put on a
brilliant afternoon's entertainment and raised over £500 to
support ongoing development and maintenance of
Asenby Community Park.

J vy

The packed audience thoroughly enjoyed the Smugglers
and the community singing. In particular, two young
Topcliffe residents enjoyed participating in one popular
shanty song: they are Nya Watson aged 8 and Ellie
Robinson, aged 4.

Snooker Club News

There are not many villages that can boast that they have
a snooker club...never mind one that can offer two
tables...one full size and the other three-quarter sized.
So, Topcliffe is extremely fortunate in being able to offer a
great sporting facility right on the doorstep.

The Topcliffe club is on the upper floor of the Toll Booth,
just opposite The Angel pub. The building is the subject of
much discussion as the Parish Council, which is
responsible for its upkeep, is considering options for
disposal. But the club is continuing to function and its
membership numbers are fairly healthy.

At the club's annual meeting held on 30 August, the
committee decided that it would continue business as
usual despite the uncertainty. The level of fees for the
financial year beginning September 1st were set at £40
and Treasurer Dave Bowman has started collecting them.
Existing and new members should contact him as soon as
possible. Those not planning to remain in membership are
asked to return their key to Dave.

Flying Oysters at the Village Hall

The Flying Oysters will be returning to Topcliffe on
Saturday 7 November. Organiser, Doug Allan, promises
another fantastic evening of music and dancing, along
with an excellent supper consisting of pie and peas and a
sweet. All funds raised will help support the Village Hall.
Tickets, priced £15 are now on sale at Topcliffe Post
Office and from Doug Allan.

Thirsk Repair Café

This monthly repair session at Thirsk Library on
Meadowfields, is proving extremely popular with locals.
You can be greener by avoiding waste and saving money
at the same time. The dedicated team of talented
volunteers will try to repair any broken items. Voluntary
donation. Saturday 12 September, 10am-1pm, last repair
12.30pm.
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DOG WALKING
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Canine Ist Aid Trained
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How the Willis organ ended up in Topcliffe

Church warden Chris Hewlitt, who was part of the
reconstruction team, recalls several coincidences and
encounters which, in small ways, led to the Willis Organ
project at St Columba's. He'd seen a redundant
instrument installed
by volunteers at the
Christopher Wren
designed St
Thomas's Church
on Stockton High
Street and he later *
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These events helped create a model of what could be
done: finding a good instrument that no one wanted,
which could be moved and installed in a church that
needed one. And it was becoming clear that something
was going to have to be done about the old organ at St
Columba's, which was suffering structurally from
unchecked woodworm and a great deal of general wear
and tear. So, a fund was started and the search was
started for an instrument that could be moved to Topcliffe.

Around 1997, Asenby resident and St Columba's Church
member, John Phillips, was visiting a church in Sheffield
to value some items which that church was disposing of.
He noticed that the church organ was heading for the skip
so he suggested it might be suitable for Topcliffe. As it
happens, the instrument was undistinguished, old, worn
out and not worth spending a lot of money on...rather like
the existing organ at St Columba's. But fortuitously, it was
mentioned that there was a three-manual Willis
instrument in good working order at St Andrew's in
Sharrow, near Sheffield, which was becoming available
because the church's interior was being problems and had
had to close.

The project got underway in 1998 and during the
dismantling, careful measurements were taken, drawings
prepared and videos were taken to aid with eventual
reconstruction. The organ, its 1700 pipes, bellows,
windchests, framework and casework were gradually
removed from St Andrew's and transported, often in
private cars and a horse box, but partly with the help of the
Royal Engineers, to temporary storage at Aram Grange,
the farm owned by John and Joan Blair.

Then there was a long pause. The organ's layout at St.
Columba's would be significantly different to how it had
been at St Andrew's because the layout of the two
churches is WAS very different. At Topcliffe, the organ is
freestanding in the Percy Chapel and had to be divided
laterally between the two chancel arches. A great deal of
casework was required for the back of the organ, which
was now accessible.
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At a public meeting in the Village Hall over fifty people
aged from seven to 90 stepped forward with offers of help,
covering many aspects of the project.

Once largely built, there was,
naturally, a desire to get the
instrument working. The heavy
involvement of the Blair family in
this project suggested that their
daughter Frances's wedding
would be an ideal time to give
the new organ its first trial. The
final weeks were fraught. There
was a lot that was not working.
The emphasis turned from
getting the organ built, to getting
it playing and the work was
completed with just hours to
spare before the wedding
ceremony.

Dave Bowman’s

woodworking skills. ~ On completion it was estimated

that the organ should be good
for at least 25 years... and that has been achieved. Like
all church organs, it needs tuning from time to time, and
the odd note can need its mechanism adjusting, but there
are no signs yet of the larger problems that beset old
instruments of this type.

The primary purpose of the instrument is, of course, to
accompany services, though it has been used for concerts
too. It's also had an educational purpose: for example,

Matthew Atherton spent many years practising the organ
at Topcliffe, before embarking on his career in music. In
more recent times it has been available to a student at
Ripon Grammar School who went on to hold organ
scholarships at Ripon and St David's.

The rate of the loss of pipe
organs, whether they be in
churches, chapels, concert
halls or anywhere else, is
quite concerning. When a
building containing an organ
is sold for a different
purpose, nine times out of |
ten the organ is in the way.
The commercial cost of
removing the organ, and
reinstalling it elsewhere, can
easily exceed the value of
the building itself, which
means that the only cost-
effective way to get rid of it...
is to get rid of it... usually in a skip.

Robert and Frances Pride
(nee Blair).

Today, there are individuals and charities that seek to
preserve pipe organs wherever possible. Here in
Topcliffe, the church and community did just that. There is
next to no public funding available to keep them playing or
to preserve them.

The Willis organ at St Columba's, Topcliffe is one of the
nation's better instruments. Let's hope it is kept that way.

Topcliffe Post Office & Village Store

Your local hub for parcels, banking, travel money and everyday essentials

Travel & Banking Mail & Parcels Shop Essentials

O=Aé Royal Mail & Parcelforce

ﬁ Amazon, DPD

> % Travel Money &
A1 Travel Money Card

<. Banking Services
& Cash Deposits

Sandwiches, Hot Pies & Sausage Rolls

-ﬁ'i- Gift Cards & Stationery

]ﬁil sé'ﬁ Newspapers

our Post Office & Village Store - Here to H

Y elp!

Vic and Col are proud to have been serving the village for six months now and they’d like to thank everyone
for the support you've shown them since taking over.
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Search is on for a new Produce Show
Secretary

After 14 years of dedicated commitment to organising the
Topcliffe & Asenby Produce Show, Judith Lowe has
retired as Show Secretary.

Judith was among a small
group of residents who
resurrected the show after it
had been dormant for quite a
few  vyears. But  having
organised fourteen events and
seen the show grow from
strength to strength, she has
decided it's time for her to put
her feet up and for someone
else to take on the mantle.

=X

She first took on the role when she was a member of the
Village Hall Committee and retained the job of Show
Secretary when she resigned from the committee in 2022.

Now the Village Hall Committee is on the lookout for a new
Show Secretary to manage the show in 2027 and beyond.
The role involves a bit of pre-planning work - though the
show formula is well-honed - and management of the
show day, which is normally a Saturday at the end of
August or early September.

Traditionally there hasn't been a Show Committee, but
setting up one is an option if the new Show Secretary
thinks it would be desirable. Either way, there is always an
abundance of assistance available from Village Hall
Committee members and supporters of the show.

Anyone interested is asked to contact Village Hall
Secretary Doug Allan for an initial chat. His number is
07785 223707.

Nature Event in Asenby

Youngsters aged between three
and ten spent a day close to nature
recently and experienced the great W W
outdoors. ‘

They  gathered in
Community Park to do some serious =
crafting, including building a bug [
hotel for the insects that visit the
parkland. The day was organised by g :
Asenby Parish Council's events Evelyn and Connie

committee, namely  Catherine  getting close to
Catterick, Jackie Irving and Jane nature
Gallon.

Spokeswoman Josie Noble said:
"It was wonderful seeing the
children enjoying the park and
putting some serious effort into
playing with nature. | would like to
thank all the children and adults,
| especially the organisers, who
, came along and helped build a
bug house and participated in
other creative activities. There's
no doubt that a good time was had
by all."

Young Kit works on
the Bug House

detail and high standards you deserve.

worry out of motoring.

Donaldson’s Autocentre, Rainton

Looking for a reliable, honest and friendly local garage? Look no
further. We’re a small family-run business dedicated to keeping
your vehicle in top condition. With decades of experience and a
genuine passion for cars, our skilled team provide the attention to

e MOTs - Ensuring your car is safe and roadworthy

e Servicing - From interim checks to full annual services
e Tyre Changes - Quick and efficient replacements

e Diagnostics - Expert fault-finding and repairs
e Ford Wet Belt Specialists — Trust us with your Ford’s engine integrity

At Donaldson’s Autocentre, every customer is treated like one of the family. We pride ourselves on
honest advice, fair prices and outstanding workmanship on every job, big or small.

Book today and experience the difference! Pop in for a chat, give us a ring or simply book online. Let us take the

The local family-run garage you can trust

Donaldson’s Autocentre, Unit 1, Back Lane, Rainton, Thirsk YO7 3QB. Tel: 0184 5407740

DONALDSON'S
AUTOCENTRE

VEHICLE REPAIRS SERVICING SALES

The TATtler
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Warm Hub co

The fortnightly Warm Hub lunches at the Village Hall,
which had been held for seven years, came to an end in
July as the team was finding it increasingly difficult to make
the necessary commitment to the event.

Since 2019, it is estimated that over 200 lunch days have
been held and around 6,500 meals (soup & sweet in the
summer and a more substantial meal in winter months) -
have been served. In addition, approximately £12,000 has
been donated to local charities and organisations,
including the Boccia Club, Royal British Legion, Herriot
Hospice, Animal Crew Rescue, Blue Cross Animal
Rescue Centre, Macmillan Nurses, Thirsk Community
Works, Yorkshire Air Ambulance and our local newsletter,
The Tattler. These groups will benefit from one final
donation of about £50 each.

The Warm Hub team deserves a huge thank you from the
community and especially from the regulars who attended
the lunches over the years. So, thank you Karen and
Malcolm, Richard, the two Lindas, Chloe, Julie...and
several occasional helpers who gave up their time to run
an amazing event.

Although those attending made donations - some more
than others - to cover costs, including renting the Village
Hall, it was probably never fully appreciated how much
these volunteers really did. Not only did they give their

mes to an end

time freely every other Wednesday, but they spent time
and their own money on cooking and baking in their own
homes and using their own gas and electricity. Then there
was grocery shopping, food preparation, hall setting up,
washing up, clearing up, and much, much more.

Coffee Mornings

There's no doubt that many villagers are really missing
these regular lunches, but all is not lost as the team will be
holding occasional coffee mornings to raise cash for
village charities and good causes. Three events are
planned so far and they will all be on from 10.30am to 12
noon.

e Saturday 26 September - to support The Tattler
and Sunday Email.

e \Wednesday 28 October - to assist with the running
costs of the Boccia Club, which provides exercise
and coordination activities for elderly villagers.

e Saturday 21 November - to raise funds for the
Topcliffe-based Blue Cross animal shelter.

The team will be serving coffee, tea, scones and bakes,
homemade biscuits, delicious cakes, savoury treats and
cherry buns.

Don't miss out, get these dates in your diary now!

JOHN ASTON

FLOORING

Quality Carpets and Flooring

288 High Street
Northallerton DL7 8DW

01609 561007
Info@johnastonflooring.co.uk

S : r-;,

We supply a vast range of flooring from quality, well known brands, including
Karndean | Ted Todd | Alternative Flooring | Roger Oates | Ulster | Brintons |
and many more.

OKf)
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Services at St Columba's Church

Midweek Morning Prayers on Thursdays at 11am
e 10,17 and 24 September /1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 October
/5,12, 19 and 26 November.
Holy Communion on Sundays at 10.45am
e 13 and 27 September / 11 and 25 October / 22
November
Choral Evensong on Sundays at 6.3opm
e 4 October, 1 November
Said Holy Communion (BCP) on Sundays at 8.30am
e 4 October and 1 November
Sung Matins
e 20 September, 18 October and 15 November
Special Services
e Friday 25 September at 7pm, Harvest Service to
celebrate the roots of our village, with 'Bring & Share'
finger food and wine to follow. Further announcement
with full details in due course.

e Sunday 1 November 6.30pm, in celebration of the
Feast of All Saints, a special Choral Evensong,
followed by wine and pre-supper ibbles

e Monday 2 November at 7pm, in celebration of the
Feast of All Souls, a special service of Compline, to
include the reading of names of the faithful departed.

e Sunday 8 November at 10.45am Service of
Remembrance to give thanks for the sacrifices given
by our armed services. To include two minutes silence
at 11lam and laying of wreaths at the village War
Memorials.

e Sunday 29 November at 11am, Joint Benefice Service
(1st Sunday of Advent), full details to be announced.

Refreshments follow Sunday and Thursday services with
the exception of the 8.30am Sunday Said Communion.
See the Sunday Email for details of all services at St
Columba's.

Baldersby St James
annual book sale

This year's bumper book sale will
be held on Saturday 12 and
Sunday 13 September between
10am and 5pm. This is the big
fundraiser of the year for St James'
Church. Funds raised at the sale
will go towards urgent repairs
needed to the church ceiling.

Simply Homemade

Topcliffe resident Maddie
Wainwright has launched a new
business enterprise - Simply

Homemade - offering a range of
homemade meals delivered to
your door in Topcliffe, Asenby and
surrounding villages.

Orders are now being taken and
initially the choices are lasagne,
chilli con carne, cottage pie or
chicken curry, but the menu will be
expanded in due course.

Maddie is offering single and family |
portions, plus bulk orders. The
prices are £8.50 for a single
portion and £30 for a family meal
(four). 24 hours' notice of
requirements is required via
Maddie's Facebook page - Simply
Homemade.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
at The Angel

Friday 18 September - Macmillan
Coffee Morning - the annual event
to support this amazing charity.
From 10am.

The TATtler
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Asenby Parish Report

Vacancy Declared: The Parish Council has formally
declared a vacancy for a parish councillor following the
recent resignation of Malcolm Sollitt.

Malcolm has represented his community for many years
as a councillor. The Parish Council would like to thank
Malcolm for his dedication and loyal service. He has
helped to make Asenby a village we are all proud to call
home. We send our very best wishes to Malcolm and his
wife, Sue.

Riverside Path: Over the last few weeks the Parish
Council has been carrying out some improvements to the
riverside path that runs between Asenby and Topcliffe
bridge. The work has included making the steps safe and
manageable, levelling the path where it slopes towards
the river, cutting back branches and foliage and making
safer the area of path which was too close to the
riverbank. In some places the path was completely
realigned away from the river's edge and new post and
rails have been installed for about 50 metres. Over
twenty different plant species have been identified along
the path and a future plan is to put up identification
boards for the benefit of path users, particularly children.

Santa in the Park: The elves have been in touch to say
that Santa will again add Asenby to his busy schedule in
the lead up to Christmas. They like to plan early and say
that he will be in the village on Friday 11 December and
he hopes to see even more children than ever this year.
More details will follow soon, including a really big
surprise for all the children who come out to see him. It's
worth making a note in the festive diary. Don't miss it!

CONTRACTORS

WWW.JAB-AGRIC.CO.UK

07716334211
JOSH@JAB-AGRIC.CO.UK
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Poppy appeal

Topcliffe has its own poppy appeal this year!

For the last couple of years the Knit & Natter
group, that meets weekly in the Village Hall, has
produced knitted poppy display items
which have decorated the village :
around  Armistice Day and =
Remembrance Sunday. The group
will be creating more poppies this year to augment the
items produced earlier. Their excellent work is greatly
appreciated.

Producing the items for display is one thing, getting the
displays erected around the village is another. To date,
Debbie and Rob Roberts have undertaken the task, but
this year Debbie has decided she isn't able to tackle the
physical job and will be taking a back seat.

Rob is still going to be involved and now an appeal is
going out to find two or three volunteers who can help our
erecting and taking down the displays. Some ladder
climbing is involved, so ideally younger, relatively fit
people are asked to step forward.

If you might be able of support this very worthy endeavour
and can offer a couple of hours early November and the
same after Remembrance Sunday, please get in touch
with Debbie at Deb.roberts1295@gmail.com
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Locally Sourced

Hard Wood LLogs, SoTtwood
Logs, Coal, Rindling And
Natural Fire Lighters

Topclitte, Thirsk

www.topcliffe.org.uk



THE ANGEL INN AT TOPCLIFFE

The Big Yorkshire Do

We thought that the Big Yorkshire Do event in 2025 was amazing and
impossible to beat! But we were wrong. Our 2026 'Do' back in July was
much, much better. There was an incredible atmosphere throughout the
pub and the garden, with everyone having an absolutely great time. A big
thank you to everyone who came along. It's you who made the party
swing...and we look forward to seeing you all again next year.

Upcoming events

We are organising two very special events in the coming months to show our
support for a couple of charities that are very close to our heart.

o Macmillan Coffee Morning - Friday 18 September between 10am and 1pm.
e Pancreatic Cancer UK - Saturday 21 November, also between 10am and
1pm.

Please come along and show your support for these two amazing charities.

Cake donations on the day would be very much welcomed.

Good Pub Guide

We've been nominated for the Good Food
Guide 100 Best Pubs 2026. It would be a
great achievement to be recognised by
winning this accolade and we're grateful to
everyone who voted for us. We anticipate
an announcement anytime soon.

Christmas Events

e Wreath-making with Holly from Tarragon Flowers - 25 November -
either 1- 3 pmor 7 - 9pm. £40, including mince pies and mulled wine.

e Christmas Party Nights on Saturdays 5 and 12 December and
bookings are now open.

e Companies and organisation wishing to organise their own party in
the Banqueting Suite in the run up to Christmas should book a date
as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.

e Gift Wrapping events, where a professional ‘wrapper' will
demonstrate how to wrap presents to impress. Wednesday 9
December (7 - 9pm) and Thursday 10 December (1 - 3pm). You can
bring along a gift of your own that you'd like to see wrapped to
perfection.

e Macrame-making - dates in early December to be announced.

e Check out our Facebook Page and the December edition of The
Tattler for further announcements.

Weddings, Christenings, Celebration of Life, Private Parties, Shoot Dinners & Corporate Meetings.
Whatever your event The Angel is your venue of choice.

\\\\\W//// WINNER

% PUB OF THE YEAR
///// “\\\\\ MY LOCAL AWARDS | YORKSHIRE 2026

Contact us

W 01845 578000
info@theangelinntopcliffe.com

THE ANGEL INN Facebook: @theangelinntopcliffe

TOPCLIFFE
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