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Topcliffe Parish Council 
Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Topcliffe Parish Council  

held on Thursday 2nd July at 7:00pm in Topcliffe Village Hall 

Present: Cllr J Moores; Cllr R Beckwith; Cllr B Collard and Cllr A Eckersley 
Also Present: 21 Members of the public and Alexandra Robson, Clerk 
 
26/009 Members of the public to raise any items of importance  
Residents raised the following matters:  

1.​ A request was made for the gate and notice board to be stained. 
2.​ A question was asked about the possible location of a bus shelter. 
3.​ Concern was raised regarding an overgrown hedge on Back Lane. It was noted that this is private land and 

responsibility for cutting it back rests with the landowner. 
4.​ A request was made for maintenance works to be undertaken at the Sheepwash, including cutting a pathway 

through the area, strimming around the seating and trimming vegetation along the riverbank. 
5.​ Speeding is still an issue. Cllr Moores reported that North Yorkshire Police think there isn’t a problem despite 

detailed data going to them. North Yorkshire Council (NYC) Highways are not being supportive of the Parish.  
6.​ A further request was made for a hand rail on the path from the road down to the sheepwash. The Parish 

Council has reported it to NYC, as this is their footpath and the Clerk encouraged residents to do this. 
7.​ Old Tolbooth - Questions were raised regarding the Voting Card and Process 

a.​ Why were cards delivered by the Clerk and also some stamps were used?  
b.​ Was this a waste of money due to the cost of the leaflets? 
c.​ Who can vote, it says one vote per household not per person?  
d.​ Has enough information been given for an informed decision to be made? 
e.​ The vote card said that the non response would be taken as a “sell” . Is this true or legal?  
f.​ What will happen next? 

 
It was confirmed that there is one vote per rateable property as this is the basis on which the Council Tax and Precept 
are determined. There has been a significant amount of information made available and meetings have taken place 
over the last year to encourage residents to be involved with the process. 
 
Cllr Moores advised that the votes will be counted as they are received and non response will not be taken as “sell”.  
This will be publicised via the website and the village Newsletter. An independent person will be present as the votes 
are counted 
 
Cllr Moores outlined estimated repair costs of approximately £76,000, excluding professional fees, scaffolding and 
other associated expenses and acknowledged the need to explore external grant funding opportunities. It was noted 
that a contingency should be allowed for, with the Village Hall project cited as an example where an initial budget of 
£100,000 ultimately increased to £148,000. As a result, the precept may need to increase for two to three years to 
support the project. Residents were advised that the estimated expenditure would only secure the repair and 
stabilisation of the building; any future conversion for community use would require additional funding. At present, 
detailed grant opportunities cannot be fully explored until further surveys have been completed and more accurate 
project costs established.  
 
While leaving the building untouched remains an option, concerns were raised regarding its condition, health and 
safety implications and the Council's duty of care as owner. A possible compromise would be to carry out stabilisation 
works only. It was further noted that progress will depend on securing additional volunteers and committed 
individuals to support the project, which is expected to take between three and four years to deliver. 
 
If the decision of the vote is to sell, then the next steps would be for the council to agree to dispose of the Tolbooth 
as an asset and find a suitable buyer. It was also noted that the building is listed and as such any future owner would 
need to maintain it in line with this heritage responsibility.  
 
26/010 To receive and consider apologies for absence 
All councillors were present.  

 

Signed 

Chairman 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Date  
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26/011 To note any Declarations of Interest 
No declarations of interest were made. 
 
26/012 To consider if it is necessary to resolve to exclude members of the press and public by virtue of the 
Public (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, due to the confidential nature of any items 
It was resolved that it was not necessary to exclude members of the press and public 
 
26/013 To receive a report from the Ward Councillor 
Cllr Sladden was not present and no report had been received.  
 
26/014 To approve and sign the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on the 5th March 2026 
It was resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on the 5th March 2026 be approved 
 
26/015 Finance  
It was resolved that payments be made​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
26/016 To receive an update on progress towards improved traffic management in the village 
Cllr Moores provided an update on discussions with NYC Highways, which has again refused permission for Topcliffe 
Parish Council to install ANPR cameras. He reported that 16 prosecutions had been secured, with a similar number of 
further cases resulting in warning notices, but expressed the view that this level of enforcement is insufficient to 
address the issue. It was noted that the current wildlife cameras generate a significant workload, producing in excess 
of 3,000 images during each monitoring period, whereas ANPR cameras would automate much of the process.  
 
Concern was also raised that ANPR technology is already used at local household waste recycling sites, prompting 
questions as to why its use in this context is being treated differently.  
 
Cllr Moores further commented that Highways does not actively enforce the legislation relating to HGV movements. 
Having spent approximately a year pursuing the matter and, given that approval had previously been indicated, he 
proposed that this be formally escalated as a complaint.  
It was resolved that a formal complaint will be made to NYC regarding this outcome 
 
26/017 To consider planning applications received 

1.​ HAMZB26/00907/FUL West Lodge Catton Road 
It was resolved that the Parish Council has no objections to this application  

2.​ 26/02633/FUL Asenby Industrial Units  
It was resolved that the Parish Council will resubmit its original comments regarding the development of this site  
 
26/018 To note correspondence received  
Items requiring a decision will be placed on the next agenda  

1.​ Three items of correspondence had been received regarding the Tolbooth vote and had been addressed 
under Minute 26/009. 

2.​ A resident had enquired if the Bowling Green could be used for dog agility as it is an enclosed space. 
Councillors may consider this at a future meeting however it was noted that there are no dogs allowed on 
the playing field under a bylaw so this may not be achievable.    

3.​ The Doctors Surgery had been in contact about the grit bin again, Cllr Moores will visit them.  
4.​ An election was not called following the recent resignation, the Clerk will advertise a vacancy in due course. 

 
26/019 To agree the date and time of the next meeting and note the closure of the meeting 
It was resolved that the date and time of the next meeting will be confirmed in due course 
The meeting closed at 1955 

 

Signed 

Chairman 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Date  

 


