
Topcliffe Parish Council 
Minutes of an Annual Parish Meeting of Topcliffe Parish 

held on Thursday 1st May 2025 at 7.00pm in Topcliffe Village Hall 

 

Present: Cllr J Moores; Cllr R Beckwith; Cllr C Bumby and Cllr A Eckersley. 

Also Present: 19 members of the public; Cllr D Sladden and Alexandra Robson, Clerk.  

 

APM2501 To Receive Apologies for Absence 
No apologies were received. 
Cllr J Moores welcomed Cllr A Eckersley to the Parish Council. 
 
APM2502 To note the minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting on Thursday 16th May 2024 
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting on Thursday 16th May 2024 were noted. 
 
APM2503 To receive Annual Reports 
A verbal report was given by Cllr Moores which will be published on the website.  
Thanks were offered to all councillors for their support and also to the Clerk. 
 
APM2504 To discuss any other business, including questions from members of the electorate 
1. Discussion took place regarding the issue of speeding cars in the village, which are causing significant concerns. 
Councillors agreed and the Parish Council has purchased another mobile vehicle activated speed sign, with the aim of 
reducing this and will request further support from the police. Cllr Sladden added that it is difficult for traffic police to 
put a vehicle near the school, as an area of hardstanding is required.  
 
2. Further consideration was given to the next steps to be taken with Old Tolbooth.  

●​ A resident reiterated that parishioners had attended the meeting to support the Parish Council in finding a 
solution to the issue with the Old Tolbooth.  
 

●​ It was requested that meetings relating to the Old Tolbooth not be held in private. Cllr Moores advised that 
neither meetings about the Old Tolbooth nor decisions regarding the buildings future would be taken in 
private.  

 
●​ A representative of the Old Tolbooth Group considered that the time it will take to develop an outline plan 

may be longer than initially anticipated. The Parish Council have not put any time limits on this and the 
timeframe is flexible so the group was encouraged to continue to look at the project and come back to the 
council in due course.  
 

●​ A request had been made to make the surveyors report public, which would be considered by councillors at 
the Ordinary Meeting. It was confirmed that firstly the Parish Council must agree for this to be published but 
that the final decision rested with the surveyor who wrote the report.  

 
●​ It was agreed that the building is deteriorating and that finding the money to make improvements will have 

an impact on everyone in the village.  Cllr Moores believes that the responsible thing is to make some steps 
towards the long term maintenance of the building. 
 

●​ Residents impressed upon the Council that the Old Tolbooth has intrinsic value to the community, even 
though it may not be financially viable and the Old Tolbooth Group intends to come back to a future meeting 
with a plan for the Parish Council to undertake.  
 

APM2505 To confirm the date of the next meeting as 7th May 2026 
It was resolved that the date of the next Annual Meeting will be 7th May 2026 
 
The meeting closed at 19:31 
 
 
 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Signed 

Chairman  

Date  


