Topcliffe Parish Council
Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Topcliffe Parish Council
held on Monday 7th July at 7:00pm in Topcliffe Village Hall

Present: Cllr ) Moores, Chairman; Clir R Beckwith; Clir C Bumby and Clir B Collard.
Also Present: 22 members of the public and Alexandra Robson, Clerk.

25/018 Members of the public to raise any items of importance (maximum of 10 minutes)
1. There are briars and overgrown hedgerow on the left Back Lane as you approach the school.
2. Trees on Anchor Dykes are overgrowing the signage near the school.
3. Abench between the Angel and Post Office needs refurbishing.
4. Discussion also took place regarding the proposed installation of Automatic Number Plate Recognition
(ANPR) cameras in the parish.

o It was reported that temporary traffic counting equipment had recently been deployed, recording
approximately 4,000 vehicle movements over a 10-hour period.

o Plans are now in place for the installation of two fixed ANPR cameras. In addition, the Council is
considering the inclusion of a manually operated ANPR speed camera as part of the scheme.

o Funding of £20,000 has been secured from Dalton 49, specifically allocated for the purchase and
installation of the ANPR equipment. This funding also covers five years of maintenance for the
system.

o North Yorkshire Council (NYC) Highways has confirmed that Topcliffe Parish Council (TPC) is permitted
to install the cameras, subject to the following conditions:

e Evidence from the ANPR cameras must be made available to NYC upon request.
e NYC will not permit the use of electricity from its streetlighting columns to power the
cameras.

25/019 To receive and consider apologies for absence
It was resolved that apologies be received and accepted from Clir A Eckersley

25/020 To note any Declarations of Interest
No Declarations of Interest were received.

25/021 To consider if it is necessary to resolve to exclude members of the press and public by virtue of the
Public (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, due to the confidential nature of any items
It was resolved that it was not necessary to exclude members of the press and public

25/022 To Receive a Report from the Ward Councillor
Clir Sladden was not present, no report had been received.

25/023 To approve and sign the minutes of the following meetings held on the 1st May 2025:
1. Annual Parish Meeting
2. Annual Parish Council Meeting
3. Ordinary Meeting

It was resolved that the minutes of the above meetings be approved

25/024 To consider feedback on an agreement with 1st Topcliffe Scouts regarding the former Bowling Club building
and agree next steps

e Update the lease term to 25 years with the option to renew

® Remove the clause which prevents the inside being altered without permission

e Confirm there are no debts attached to the building
It was resolved that the above amendments be accepted

Signed:
Chairman
Date:
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25/025 To receive a short update on the progress of the Old Tolbooth group and agree support as required

Mr Storie gave a verbal update on the position of the group progress. Residents’ views had been gathered via a
community questionnaire. Results were presented in full and it was reported that approximately 50 residents
attended the associated event at the Village Hall

Mr Storie requested formal approval for regular access to the Old Tolbooth. The Chairman confirmed that approval
had already been granted. However, the Chairman noted that the building keys had not yet been returned from the
most recent access.

Concerns were raised regarding the bowing of the building’s external walls. It was acknowledged that, given the age
of the building, some structural deterioration is to be expected. However, there is no current indication that urgent
structural works are required. A proposal was made to lift a section of the flagstones and expose a corner of the
building to allow investigation into suspected damp ingress.

TPC recognised the limited financial resources currently available to support works on the Old Tolbooth. It was
agreed that risk must be carefully managed as part of any future planning.

It was confirmed that consideration of the precept for the financial year 2026/2027 will commence in November and
a final deadline for precept submission was noted as December 2025.

The Council agreed that quotations should be obtained to inform future planning. Quotations will be sought for:
e Immediate remedial works
e 1-year works plan
® 2-year works plan
e 15-year projected maintenance plan

It was further agreed that the project should be delivered in phases:
e Phase One — Immediate remedial works
o Phase Two — Exploration of future opportunities for the building’s use

Additional time will be allocated to undertake full due diligence and to explore all potential options.

The Clerk confirmed that insurance requirements had been clarified for both public visits and contractor access to
the building.

1. It was resolved that all entries to the building by residents or tradespeople must be communicated to the Clerk
in advance to ensure valid insurance coverage

2. It was resolved that Mr Storie will obtain a quotation for a full structural survey of the Old Tolbooth

It was agreed that members of the working group and the Clerk will investigate options for the relocation of
sandbags currently stored at the site.

Mr Storie requested clarification of the Council's position in light of responses received from the recent community
guestionnaire concerning the future of the Old Tolbooth.

Clir Moores had expressed a personal preference for the sale of the building as a means of minimising risk to the
Council. Reference was made to a circulated letter on the subject, which had generated discussion among residents.
Initial feedback indicated that some members of the community were supportive of this position, while others were
in favour of efforts to preserve the building.

Signed:
Chairman
Date:
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Concerns were raised regarding a perceived lack of transparency in communications and it was agreed that openness
and clarity must remain central as the project progresses.

It was proposed that the Parish Council formally endorse the ongoing work of the community-led group seeking to
preserve the Old Tolbooth and the Parish Council agreed to offer its full support to the group and to provide the
necessary time and space to allow the development of a strategy for the building.

It was confirmed that no formal steps have been taken towards the sale of the property and the Clerk reiterated both
the Council’s and her own support for the group’s ongoing efforts.

25/026 Finance Appendix i

1. It was resolved that the payments be made and precept receipt noted

2. It was resolved that the Clerk will be delegated up to £500 to arrange a replacement bench at Swale View
3. It was resolved that the Annual Governance Statement be approved

4. It was resolved that the Annual Accounting Statement be approved

25/027 To note correspondence received
Items requiring a decision will be placed on the next agenda
e Two issues with play equipment had been reported to the Clerk and these had been dealt with as urgent
matters by the Clerk and Mark Robson.
e Correspondence had been received from the Church Yard PCC to advise that they were aware of the
requirement for graves to be monitored in the cemetery for safety.
® Benches at the Sheep Wash will be brought in during the Autumn for refurbishment.
e Questions relating to various Parish Council matters had been submitted via the Old Tolbooth working group.
Thanks were offered for this. It was agreed that a summary of the PC responsibilities will be developed, to
give a clearer understanding of how the PC works, including ways of getting in touch.

25/028 To agree the date and time of the next meeting
The next meeting date will be confirmed, subject to the availability of the hall.
Mr Storie will contact the Clerk to request an interim meeting regarding a further Tolbooth survey, if required.

Signed:
Chairman
Date:
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