
Topcliffe Parish Council 
Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Topcliffe Parish Council  

 held on Thursday 5th March at 7:00pm in Topcliffe Village Hall 

 
Present: Cllr J Moores, Chairman; Cllr R Beckwith; Cllr C Bumby; Cllr B Collard and Cllr A Eckersley.  
Also Present:  Fourteen members of the public and Alexandra Robson, Clerk  
 
25/057 Members of the public to raise any items of importance (maximum of 10 minutes)  

1.​ Sheepwash steps: a suggestion was made to install a handrail, as the steps are very steep. This is a North 
Yorkshire Council (NYC) footpath and will be reported to them.  

2.​ Mill Lane hedge : this is encroaching onto the road; the Clerk will request that it be cut back. 
3.​ 30mph signage – Asenby approach : A request was made to move the signage further back from the bridge. 

This has been raised previously but not approved by NYC Highways. It will be requested again.  
4.​ Play area pathway edges are causing trips and catching bike and pram tyres. The contractor confirms there 

are gaps due to wood contraction. Cllr Moores and the contractor will inspect the path.  
5.​ A query was raised whether the contractor could use a blower to clear cut grass. This will be arranged.  
6.​ A pothole was noted outside the Post Office and will be reported to NYC.  
7.​ A request for a No Entry sign or bollard to prevent large vehicles using Back Lane was made, again this is NYC 

Highways and will be requested.  
8.​ A hedge is obstructing visibility at the entrance to Back Lane. Clerk will raise this with NYC Footpaths Officer.  
9.​ Speeding – Front Street & Station Road : Ongoing speeding concerns which will be raised again with NYC 

Highways. Residents are encouraged to write to the Deputy Mayor regarding ANPR funding. 
 
25/058 To receive and consider apologies for absence 
All Councillors were present.  
Cllr D Sladden from NYC had sent apologies for the meeting. 
 
25/059 To note any Declarations of Interest 
No declarations of interest were received. 
 
25/060 To consider if it is necessary to resolve to exclude members of the press and public by virtue of the 
Public (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, due to the confidential nature of any items 
It was resolved that it was not necessary to exclude members of the press and public 
 
25/061 To receive a report from the Ward Councillor 
Cllr Sladden had advised that the PC will be invited to a meeting with the Chief Planning Officer to look at the 
spending of the S106 funds from Dalton 49. 
Cllr Sladden is going to approach the Director of Highways, with photographs of the cameras that NYC already in 
place in North Yorkshire with a view to getting the recent decision overturned.  
 
25/062 To approve and sign the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on the 18th December 2025 
It was resolved that minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on the 18th December 2025 be approved 
 
25/063 To consider the reply received from North Yorkshire Council Highways Department regarding licence for 
cameras and agree a response 
After an initial positive response from NYC Highways, an additional officer has written to the parish council denying 
this request. Cllr Moores has collected photos of many in NYC including the one outside County Hall. This decision 
will be challenged and feedback given to the next meeting.  
 
25/064 To consider matter relating to the Old Tolbooth 

1.​ A supplementary survey was noted, a summary of the results had been prepared and shared with the Tattler 
and would be made available for residents 

2.​ An update from the Tolbooth group was received  
a.​ Snooker Club - D Bowman had the electrics looked at by a member of the club and two members 

have offered to repoint the steps.  
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b.​ The most recent report shared significant concern about the weight of the tables on the floor/ceiling,  
c.​ D Roberts had spoken to a conservation team, who advised it was rendered and that there are grants 

available.  
d.​ Confirmation was found at the records office that the Parish Council is the owner of the building. 
e.​ Mr Storie had nothing further to add. 
f.​ A resident asked if the building was sold, would help be given to the snooker club to help them 

relocate. This was supported and discussion needs to take place re the current safety of the building 
3.​ It was agreed that further consultation with residents will take place via a survey and councillors will attend 

the Village Hall Day on 22nd March to speak to residents face to face. 
4.​ It was agreed that a short survey will be circulated to all households to gauge the views of the village. 

 
It was resolved that the most recent survey report will be placed on the website  
It was resolved that a short summary will go to each household registered for Council Tax, with a simple vote card  
 
A resident commented that the Parish Council is the owner of the building and he feels that the councillors have 
washed their hands of it, but should actually be getting on with preserving it.  
Cllr Moores noted that it would be inappropriate for the Council to raise funds for a building that currently has no 
defined purpose for the village. He added that, after many decades in which earlier councils did not resolve the issue, 
it would be unreasonable for the full responsibility to fall solely on the current councillors, who are now trying to 
manage a potentially significant liability for Topcliffe.  
 
25/065 To agree which councillors will attend the Village Hall Day on 22nd March and what information will be 
prepared by the Clerk in advance of the event. 
It was agreed that Councillors will attend the Village Hall Day throughout the day and the Clerk will prepare some 
pictures and text reflecting recent council work.  
 
25/066 Finance  
There were no receipts to note.  
It was resolved that payments be made and the account balance of £39,276 be noted 
 
25/067 Planning 

1.​ ZB26/00109/CAT Application for works to tree in a conservation area. Cotters House, Long Street 
This application has been approved by NYC.  
 
25/068 To note correspondence received  
Items requiring a decision will be placed on the next agenda  

1.​ H Holt will organise a Village Tidy day with the Parish Council supporting the cost of refreshments. 
2.​ There are a number of highways matters and potholes in need of reporting which will be done by the Clerk. 

 
25/069 To agree the date and time of the next meeting and note the closure of the meeting 
It was resolved that the next meeting will be 7th May at 7pm and this will be the Annual Meeting 
 
The meeting closed at 19:51 
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